APOSTOLIC DELEGATION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
3339 Massachusetts Avenue

Washington, D.C.

No. 219/43
June 22 1943

Your Excellency,

In reference to our conversation of a few days back,
I wish to present for Your Excellency's consideration
and attention the following points relative to the situa-
tion in Palestine.

The Holy See has despite grave difficulties con-
stently manifested deep jnterest and concern in "non
arians®. This is quite clear from the receant action
taken in favor of the Jewish youths end infents interned
in Slovackia to prevent their removel from that Republic.

The aid of the Holy See has recently been enlisted
to assist in the removal of difficulties so that Jewish
children may be transported to Palestine. Their immi-
gretion from Eurcpean countries has been permitted by the
British Government.

llthough the Holy See 1is deeply interested in the
velfare of these children, jt seems opportune to recell
at this time of genersl question of the "Hebrew Home"
in Palestine. Since 1917, when the question first arose,
the Holy See has made known its attitude on the point end
has repeated it in severel fornmal documents.

In 1919 His Holiness, Pope Bepnedict XV, in speaking
to a Consistory of Cerdinals, mentioned the great sol-
licitude the Popes have shown for the preservation of
the venereble and holy pleces ijn Palestine. For years
they have sacrificed to keep them from the hands of
{nfidels. Now thet thelr possession has been secured,
{t must be protected and strengthened. If the power of
the infidels in Palestine increeses, the monuments will
again be in danger. 1. 1.5 Yel. 11, page 100).

On June 13, 1921, the sane Sovereign Pontiff pointed
out that although he did not want to interfere with eny
rights of the Jewis people, neitner did he desire to
prejudice 1im cny vty the rights of Christians in Pales-
$ina. - (3.0.5. Voly 111I, poge 283).



