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Israel will not miss a “historic 
opportunity” to extend its sover-
eignty to parts of the West Bank, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said on Monday, calling the 
move one of his new government’s 
top missions.

The right-wing Israeli leader 
has set July 1 as a starting date for 

cabinet discussions on the issue.
Netanyahu’s new political 

partner, centrist Benny Gantz, has been 
equivocal about the sovereignty issue.

At a meeting of Likud legis-
lators on Monday, Netanyahu 
described land moves in the West 
Bank as “perhaps the first in impor-
tance in many respects” of the tasks 
to be undertaken by the government 
he and Gantz formed on May 17.

“We have a historic opportu-
nity, which hasn’t existed since 1948, 

to apply sovereignty judiciously as 
a diplomatic…step in Judea and 
Samaria,” he said. “It is a big oppor-
tunity and we will not let it pass by.”

Netanyahu has cited US 
President Donald Trump’s 
proposed Israeli-Palestinian peace 
plan as underpinning an extension 
of sovereignty.

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo has called the subject 
complex and said it required 
coordination with Washington.
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Israeli Minister 
Urges Twitter to 
Suspend Account 
of Iran’s Khamenei

Israel’s new minister of strategic affairs and public 
diplomacy wrote an official letter to the head of Twitter 
on Sunday, urging him to suspend the account of Iranian 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei over his antisemitic tweets and 
incitement to violence.

In the letter addressed to Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey, 
Minister Orit Farkash Hacohen wrote that the social media 
giant should “serve as a place which enables the free flow of 
ideas and opinions, but not of those which call for violence, 

antisemitism, or hate speech against a nation or its people.”
She pointed out that according to Twitter’s own Hateful 

Conduct Policy, users “may not promote violence against, or 
directly attack, or threaten other people on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, national origin, or religious affiliation” or engage 
in “calls for mass murder.”

Khamenei, Hacohen said, was “unremittingly abusing 
your platform by doing just that — without any enforcement or 
repercussions. For far too long he has been allowed to spread 
calls for physical violence and antisemitism on Twitter.”

Iranian Ayatollah Ali Khamenei delivers a live televised 
speech marking Quds Day, in Tehran, Iran, May 22, 2020. 

Photo: Official Khamenei Website / Handout via Reuters.

Continued on Page A3
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin  
Netanyahu before entering the district 
court room, in Jerusalem, May 24, 2020. 
Photo: Yonatan Sindel /  
Pool via Reuters.
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The mountain ridges of Judea and 
Samaria (the West Bank) constitute the “Golan 
Heights” of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ben-Gurion 
Airport, the key north-south transportation 
artery Highway 6, critical commercial and 
defense infrastructures, and 80% of Israel’s 
population.

The eastern mountain ridge — facing 
Jordan and Iraq — is the most effective tank 
barrier in the war-ridden region. The western 
mountain ridge could become a platform for 
intensified Palestinian terrorism, targeting 
Israel’s nine-to-15-mile soft belly along the 
Mediterranean, and dooming this congested 
area to worse terrorism than that inflicted by 
the Gaza-based Hamas.

Israel’s control of the mountain ridges 
of Judea and Samaria is a pivotal national 
security prerequisite in view of the 14-century-
old intra-Arab Middle East reality: extreme 
volatility, violent intolerance, lack of peaceful 
coexistence, repressive tenuous regimes, 
shifty policies, and precarious agreements.

Israel’s national security cannot be based 
on peace accords, which can be as fragile as the 
regimes that conclude them. Israel’s national 

security must be based on the capabilities to 
withstand unforeseeable and violent regime 
change (e.g., Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, 
and Iraq), and the potential abrogation of 
peace accords. In 1979, Iran was transformed 
from an ally of the US and Israel to their most 
ferocious enemy. Similar turbulence in Jordan 
— which must be avoided with the assistance 
of the US and Israel — could transform Jordan 
into a chaotic platform of regional and global 
terrorism, which would critically upgrade the 
significance of the dominant mountain ridges 
of Judea and Samaria.

Moreover, secure boundaries must 
generate a posture of deterrence while 
providing Israel with the time required — 
upon a surprise attack, as in the 1973 war 
— to deploy the country’s reserve units, which 
amount to 70% of Israel’s military corps. The 
critical reliance on reserve combat units 
highlights the strategic difference between 
the Sinai Peninsula (22,000 square miles 
and bordering the sparsely populated high 
grounds of the Negev, providing Israel with 
50 hours to mobilize the reservists) and Judea 
and Samaria (2,200 square miles and adjacent 
to Israel’s major population centers, providing 
Israel with five to 10 hours). Therefore, Israel 
could afford to retreat from the Sinai Penin-
sula, but cannot afford to give up control of the 
mountain ridges of Judea and Samaria.

Furthermore, in 1967, Israel destroyed 
the military infrastructure of Egypt, Syria, and 

Jordan; but in 1973, Israel 
escaped annihilation 
by the surprise Egypt-
Syria offensive largely 
due to its control of the 
high grounds of the Sinai 
Peninsula, the Golan 
Heights, and Judea and 
Samaria.

Israel’s lack of 
geographic depth has 
dramatically enhanced 
the role played by the 
topographic high-ground 
of Judea and Samaria in 
the era of high military 
technology. For instance, 
while a technological 
edge is tenuous and 
could be jammed and overtaken by superior 
technologies, the topographic edge is perma-
nent and cannot be jammed. Moreover, the 
more advanced the military technologies of 
one’s enemies, the greater the importance of 
the high ground to minimize terrorism and 
fend off swift, unexpected military attacks.

In an August 14, 2008 memorandum for the 
US Joint Forces Command, US Marine General 
James Mattis wrote that Israel’s failed 2006 war 
against Hezbollah terrorists in Lebanon was a 
derivative of a flawed assumption that terror-
ists could be defeated by heavy precision air 
bombing and a small ground force.

The control of Judea and Samaria bolsters 
Israel’s national security and its posture 
of deterrence. A Palestinian state in Judea 
and Samaria would transform Israel from a 
national security producer to a consumer 
of national security; from a strategic asset of 
the US to a liability; from a deterring entity to 
a most vulnerable entity, plagued by unprec-
edented terrorism in its soft belly of Jerusalem 
and the densely populated coastal plain.

Yoram Ettinger is a former ambassador 
and head of Second Thought: a US-Israel 
Initiative.

View of Ma’aleh Adumim in Judea and Samaria on Jan. 1, 2017. 
Photo: Yaniv Nadav/Flash90.

Employees of Israel’s Sonovia Ltd, makers of 
washable and reusable antiviral masks, at 

their laboratory in Ramat Gan, Israel May 17, 
2020. Photo: REUTERS/Amir Cohen.

Continued on Page A3

Israel is a light unto the nations, the 
world’s first responder and the start-up 
nation. The Jewish state is known for doing 
more with less and succeeding beyond all 
reasonable expectations. It made the desert 
bloom, brought democracy and pluralism to 
the Middle East, beat back larger and better-
equipped enemies, and became a global hub 
of technological innovation with one hand 
tied behind its back for 72 years. Now, Israel’s 
reputation for finding solutions to humanity’s 
most vexing challenges is shining through in 
its response to COVID-19.

Americans broadly recognize Israel’s 
unique character, history, and innovative 
expertise. Our elected officials in Washington 
need to swiftly advance the bipartisan effort to 
appropriate $12 million in funds “to enhance 
partnerships between companies in the 
United States and Israel to develop innovative 
medical projects aimed at detecting, treating, 
and curing COVID-19.”

Israel’s private sector, armed forces, 
government, and medical professionals are 
working in extraordinary partnerships that tap 
into a joint approach to combat COVID-19.

To speed the production of ventilators 
and ensure availability in the poorest corner 
of the world, Microsoft’s Israel-based research 
and development facility is working with one 

of Israel’s emergency medical services, Tel 
Aviv Sourasky Medical Center, and the Israeli 
Air Force to develop “a low-cost ventilator that 
can be mass-produced in labs without the 
need of dedicated factories.”

To decrease the need for scarce PPE 
resources, Leumit Health Care Services 
and the Israel Defense Forces are working 
together “to build an innovative testing unit for 
carrying out COVID-19 tests without the need 
for protective equipment for the paramedic or 
nurse administering the test.”

To increase the accuracy of testing, a 
professor at Israel’s Ben-Gurion University 
of the Negev has developed a COVID-19 test 
“that produces results in under a minute and 
has a success rate of 90%.”

Israel’s Institute of Technology has several 
projects underway to enhance testing and to 
develop medicines to win the fight against 
the virus. The Galilee Research Institute 
announced in late March that they “expected 
to begin human testing of an oral vaccine … for 
the coronavirus in eight to 10 weeks.”

And the Hadassah Medical Organiza-

tion is developing new testing techniques that 
will increase the number of tests that can be 
administered and read quickly from 2,000 per 
day to 100,000 per day.

From Tel Aviv to Jerusalem — and all 
points in between — Israelis were adept in 
responding to the pandemic because they are 
conditioned to mobilize quickly in crisis situa-
tions. They demonstrate their commitment to 
serving humanity, no matter the conditions 
— because in times of need, Israelis show up 
whenever and wherever they’re needed.

Israel was on the front lines after the 
devastating earthquake in Haiti, contributed 
directly to helping residents of New Orleans 
after Hurricane Katrina, and now the country’s 
efforts to combat the novel coronavirus are 
touching the world.

In April, an Israeli airliner landed 
in Detroit with “3.5 million surgical and 
KN95 protective masks, face shields, and 
pulse oximeters about to be distributed to 
Michigan hospitals, senior living facilities, first 
responders, and other professionals.”

Three Arab nations, according to press 
reports, “are actively engaged in cooperation 
with Israel’s health system, with one having 
recently asked for help installing an advanced 
telemedicine system.” And even the United 
Nations has acknowledged Israel’s efforts to 
coordinate with the Palestinian Authority to 
confront the widespread outbreak of COVID-19.

The Jewish state stands up for Western 
values, furthers American interests, and has 
proven itself time and again to be a leader 
in exactly the kind of selfless and cutting-

Look to Israel as a Light Against  
Coronavirus

SHARI DOLLINGER/ 
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Israel’s Control of Judea and Samaria:  
A Prerequisite for Security
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Palestinian Authority Prime Minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh announced on 
Monday that mosques, churches and 
businesses would reopen on Tuesday in the 
PA-controlled areas of Judea and Samaria.

Shtayyeh said it was time to “cautiously 
return life to normal” as the coronavirus infec-
tion rate has decreased, reported Reuters.

The PA locked down the territories in 
March after the first case of the virus was 
detected in Bethlehem.

Shtayyeh also said that PA ministries 
and offices would reopen on Wednesday 
and checkpoints that restrict intercity travel 
would be removed.

The Palestinian Health Ministry has 
confirmed 423 cases of the virus and two 
deaths, according to the report, which added 

that the crisis led to a 50 percent drop in 
commercial revenues in the West Bank and a 
17.6 percent unemployment rate.

The Palestinian Health Ministry 
announced the first coronavirus-related 
death in the Gaza Strip on Saturday.
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Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
has attacked the Israeli government’s plan to 
annex parts of the West Bank and declared 
that the issue of Jerusalem was a “red line” for 
Muslims around the world.

In a video message to Muslims in the US on 
the occasion of Eid al-Fitr, the holiday marking 
the end of the holy month of Ramadan, Erdogan 
vowed that Turkey would “not allow the Pales-
tinian lands to be offered to anyone else.”

Turning to the question of Jerusalem, 
Erdogan declared that “Al Quds Al-Sharif, the 
holy site of three religions and our first Kiblah, is 
a red line for all Muslims worldwide.”

The Turkish leader claimed that “a new 
occupation and annexation project, which 

disregards Palestine’s sovereignty and interna-
tional law, was put into action by Israel.”

Greeting “my American Muslim brothers 
and sisters” on the occasion of Eid, Erdogan 
said that “global cooperation” could overcome 
“the problems caused by diseases, various 
conflicts, wars, migration, racism, Islamophobia, 
terrorism, and poverty.”

An antisemitic banner was removed 
from a London building on Monday, leading 
to praise from local politicians.

The banner — reading “Welcome to 
the Zionist police state” — was hung below 
a window of a home overlooking a Jewish 
cemetery in Mile End, a neighborhood in 
East London, according to reporter Gabriel 
Pogrund of The Sunday Times.

Labour MP Wes Streeting, the shadow 
exchequer secretary to the treasury, tweeted 
that the banner had been taken down by the 
Metropolitan Police and the local council, to 
whom he offered “big thanks.”

Local Councillor Kevin Brady tweeted, 
“Very pleased at how rapidly the team leaped 
into action” and praised other councillors 

who “swooped right in.”

The Bank of Israel left its benchmark 
interest rate at 0.1% on Monday, saying economic 
damage from the coronavirus outbreak was likely 
to be less than initially feared.

“The gradual process of removing the 
restrictions that the government imposed 
on movement and activity is beginning to be 
reflected in economic activity, though the 
adverse impact on the economy is still consid-
erable and is expected to persist,” the central 
bank said.

After weeks of a lockdown, during which 
jobless claims soared, Israel has eased restric-
tions. Schools and shopping malls have 
reopened and restaurants will reopen this week.

In an updated forecast, the Bank of Israel 
projected Israel‘s economy would contract by 
4.5% this year. It had estimated -5.3% on April 
6, when it cut its key rate from 0.25% for its 
first rate reduction in five years.

In 2021, the central bank foresees 
economic growth of 6.8%, compared with 

a previous estimate of 8.7%, assuming no 
additional waves of infections.

Analysts doubt the central bank will move 
to zero or negative interest rates, even though 
deflation of -0.5% is forecast for 2020. The 
bank’s own economists believe that in a year’s 
time, the key rate will be in a range of 0 to 0.1%.

The economy contracted an annualized 
7.1% in the first quarter due to declines in 
consumer and state spending, exports and 
investment, and the annual inflation rate fell 
to -0.6% in April. More than 1 million people 
had filed for jobless benefits although nearly 
200,000 have already returned to work.

“The unemployment rate at the end of 
2021 will be higher than what it was just prior 
to the crisis,” the bank said.

It reiterated it was using a range of tools 
— like foreign exchange intervention and 
buying bonds — to increase monetary expan-
sion and will “expand the use of the existing 
tools, including the interest rate tool, and will 
operate additional ones … to moderate the 
negative economic impact created as a result 
of the crisis.”

Jerusalem Is ‘Red Line’ 
for Muslims, Turkey’s 
Erdogan Declares in Eid 
Message Attacking Israel

Antisemitic Banner 
Taken Down in London 
Neighborhood

Palestinians Begin  
Easing Coronavirus  
Restrictions

Bank of Israel Leaves 
Rates Unchanged, Sees 
Less Economic Damage 
in 2020

An Israeli flag flutters outside the Bank of Israel building in Jerusalem, Aug. 7, 2013. Photo: Reuters / 
Ronen Zvulun / File.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Photo: 
Turkish Presidential Press Office / Handout via Reuters.

Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh, 
June 27, 2019. Photo: Reuters / Raneen Sawafta.

She highlighted recent tweets by 
Khamenei that called for Israel’s “elimination,” 
described it as a “cancerous growth,” and said 
it should be “uprooted and destroyed.”

Furthermore, Hacohen noted, Khamenei 
has used his Twitter platform to support 
Holocaust denial and spread antisemitic 
conspiracy theories, as well as praise and 
promote terrorist groups, which Twitter 

strictly forbids.
Hacohen said to Dorsey, “I call on Twitter 

to act in haste and uphold its own Hateful 
Conduct Policy by immediately suspending 
Khamenei’s account, and ensure Twitter’s 
users will no longer be subjected to his hate 
speech or calls for violence against them on 
your platform.”

“Specifically, I demand the immediate 
deletion of his recent antisemitic tweets,” she 
added.

edge innovation that can defeat the global 
pandemic. Israel is the right partner for the 
US in the fight against COVID-19.

In the age of multi-trillion-dollar Federal 

budgets, $12 million may not seem like a lot 
of money, but a small investment in joint 
US-Israel efforts to combat the coronavirus 
might just be exactly what the world needs.

Shari Dollinger is the co-executive 
director of Christians United for Israel (CUFI).
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& ALGEMEINER STAFF

BY ALGEMEINER STAFF

BY ALGEMEINER STAFF

BY JNS.org



Israeli Venture Capitalist: ‘Israel 
Doesn’t Have to Choose Sides in 
the Hegemony War Between the 
US and China’
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“Saying that we must choose sides 
between the US and China is irresponsible,” 
Amir Gal-Or, managing partner of Infinity 
Group, an Israeli-Chinese venture capital fund 
that invests in companies in both countries, 
told Calcalist reporter Meir Orbach during 
an interview at Calcalist and Psagot’s Confer-
ence Call online event. “We need to make 
adjustments and pay attention to American 
sensitivities to things like defense or infra-
structure projects but, in most cases, it is not 
about choosing sides.”

Asked how China is now coping with the 
coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, Gal-Or 
said that it feels like the worst is behind them. 
“The Chinese government plans to return to 
routine as fully as possible given the decrease 
in production demand, the limitations on 
global travel, and the hegemony war,” Gal-Or 
said. “Our activity in China has resumed 
completely, we’ve started closing deals and 
making investments. They don’t have that 
process that we’re going through in Israel 
nowadays, where things are moving slowly. 
There is a general instruction to follow up 
and complete all prior obligations, money is 
coming in on a case by case basis, according 
to where it is needed, but everyone is aware of 
the fact that global demand is down, that there 
are problems with the US, and that the market 
will be impacted by it.”

It feels like Israel is caught in the middle 
between China and the US. Is it Israel or is 
the whole world in this predicament?

“Israel is not alone and it is not a decision 
that the government must make. Apple on the 
one hand and the British government on the 
other are facing dilemmas as we speak. Apple 
is an American company with a massive 

market in China, its factories are there and it 
cannot be forced to choose one of the sides 
exclusively. It needs to find solutions and 
there is no question adjustments have to be 
made,” Gal-Or said. “Asian and European 
countries are in the same boat. The UK is in 
intensive talks with the US on the 5G network. 
Everyone is under immense pressure to 
reduce their dependence on China. Israel, as 
a US ally, is too.”

Will tech companies back off or 
continue seeking investors from China?

“Tech companies need to look at China 
as a player that is not going anywhere and has 
an immense impact on their target market 
regardless of the results of the hegemony 
wars between the two superpowers,” Gal-Or 
advised. “The situation still provides valuable 
opportunities. Chinese industries are better 
at some things than those in the West and 
tech companies can work with them in third-
country markets. In some cases, Chinese 
companies may be happy to work with Israeli 
companies as subcontractors rather than 
as upfront partners. Companies can create 
parallel brands for the Chinese markets or 
split the company in two, or play around with 
ownership. Solutions do exist.”

Israel’s High Court of Justice on Monday 
overturned a demolition order against the 
home of one of the terrorists convicted for the 
murder of yeshiva student Dvir Sorek in Gush 
Etzion in August 2019. This marks the first 
time the court has blocked the demolition of 
the home of a convicted terrorist.

A three-judge panel ruled 2-1 against the 
demolition, stating that too much time had 
elapsed since the order was issued.

“The initial delay, for which no relevant 
explanation was presented, alongside an 
examination of the time period … in which the 
petitioners were left in a cloud of uncertainty 
about the fate of their home, lead us to conclude 
that the exercise of the authority to demolish 
was faulty, thereby justifying the cancellation 
of the order to confiscate and demolish the 
dwelling,” the judges said in the ruling.

It went on to state that “We are saying this 
also in light of the time that elapsed between 
the time the confiscation and demolition 
orders for the homes of four other terrorists 
accused of involvement in the attack and the 
time the order under discussion was issued, 
which is several months.”

The court went on to say that the delay 
in executing the demolition order had 
“obscured” the link between the murder and 
the sanctions taken in response.

Sorek’s body was discovered near 
Kibbutz Migdal Oz, in Gush Etzion, and his 
murder was traced to a five-member terrorist 
cell. The Israeli military issued orders to 
demolish the homes of all the cell members. 
All the orders were executed, except for the 
one against the home of Mahmoud Atouna. 
The Atouna family petitioned the High Court 
through the organization Moked: The Center 

for the Defense of the Individual.
Justices Anat Baron and Uzi Fogelman 

ruled in favor of the petition, with Justice David 
Mintz voicing a minority opinion against. 
Baron wrote that in addition to the delay in the 
order’s execution, the court’s ruling was also 
based on the fact that the terrorist’s wife and 
children, who she said were wholly uninvolved 
in the murder, were living in the home.

“They [the Atouna family] are innocent 
of any crime and uninvolved in the attack, not 
from the start or retroactively. This in itself 
causes real concern that the demolition order 
serves a purely punitive function,” wrote Baron.

The Jewish advocacy group Betzalmo, 
which is representing the Sorek family, said in 
response to the ruling that “the High Court is 
responsible for the next murder.”

According to Betzalmo, “The High 
Court ruling is a huge prize for terrorists and 
terrorism. Unfortunately, this is a wretched 
ruling that shatters the little remaining deter-
rence that remains and will lead to another 
wave of terrorist attacks. Sadly, this is the exact 
opposite of former Defense Minister [Naftali] 
Bennett’s pursuit of terrorists and demolition 
of their homes. We will immediately start 
working to have the matter discussed again, as 
well as advocating for a law that will forbid the 
High Court to intervene in matters of security.”

Intelligence Services Minister Eli Cohen also 
addressed the ruling, calling it “infuriating and 
against the position of the security establishment.”

“According to them, an innocent 
family lived there. Dvir Sorek’s family is also 
innocent,” said Cohen, adding that he would 
support a law to establish public hearings for 
Supreme Court candidates “so we can know if 
judges put the interests of terrorists’ families 
before that of the State of Israel.”

Israel’s High Court Orders IDF 
to Halt Demolition of Dvir Sorek 
Killer’s Home

Israeli Economy Shrinks By  
More Than 7 Percent Amid  
COVID-19 Crisis

Ilhan Omar Claims Israel’s  
‘Destructive Polices’ Being  
‘Rubber Stamped’ by Trump

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Deputy Prime Minister of China, Liu Yandong, 
two years ago at the Foreign Ministry in Jerusa-

lem, on March 29, 2016. Photo: Haim Zach/GPO.

The fourth-quarter GDP growth rate in 
2019 was at 4.6 percent as the economy grew 
3.5 percent overall last year.

Israel’s Finance Ministry warned in late 

March that the shutdown of Israel’s economy 
due to the coronavirus pandemic would come 
at a cost of up to NIS 130 billion ($36 billion), 
which is 10 percent of the nation’s GDP.

Israel’s economy contracted by around 7.1 
percent in the first quarter, the country’s Central 
Bureau of Statistics announced on Monday.

This was the first quarterly contraction of 
the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) 
since 2012, according to Reuters.

The contraction is mainly being attrib-

uted to the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic, which affected trade, investment, 
consumer and government spending.

Private spending dropped 20.3 percent 
and investment in fixed assets fell by 17.3, 
while exports fell by 5.9 percent from January 
to March, according to the report. GDP 
contracted by 4.6 percent without including 
tax income on exports.

In an interview with The Sunday Times, 
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar (D-MN) — 
known for her long history of anti-Israel 
statements — appeared to draw a moral 
equivalence between the Jewish state and 
Saudi Arabia.

Commenting on the Trump administra-
tion’s warm relations with both countries, 
Omar said, “We know the amount of money 
and influence and connection that the Saudis 
have with the administration is really the 
reason that everything destructive they do 
is nullified. And that really is no different to 
what’s happening with Israel.”

“There’s an alarming connection to the 
really destructive policies Israel is proposing 

and how much of it is being rubber stamped 
by this administration,” she added. “And how 
much of it is being urged by Americans who 
have connection and influence with this 
administration.”

Omar also noted she had “moved past” 
the controversy that erupted last year over 
comments she made about the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) that 
were widely condemned as antisemitic.

“My expression of those things was 
hurtful to people, that has really broken my 
heart,” she stated. “I talk about Saudi blood 
money and them being bloodsuckers and no 
one says ‘This is Islamophobic,’ but I know if 
I use those terms for another country, that 
could be [a problem]. And so you learn what 
history is tied to words. As someone who 
didn’t have an understanding, I now do.”

BY ISRAEL HAYOM/JNS.org

BY NAOMI ZOREF/CTech
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World News.

The late Dvir Sorek. Photo: Courtesy.
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An attempted stabbing attack took place Monday after-
noon in Jerusalem, Israeli news site N12 reported.

The incident took place on Meir Nakar Street, near the 
Arab neighborhood of Jabel Mukaber in the eastern section 
of the city.

The suspect, who N12 said was a Palestinian resident of 
eastern Jerusalem, approached a group of police officers and 
shouted, “Allahu Akbar!”

The police officers used tear gas against the attacker, but 
he nonetheless attempted to stab one of them.

The police then shot the attacker in the stomach, leaving 
him seriously wounded.

The attempted attack was the second incident of its 
kind on Monday, after two terrorists tried to stab a group of 
IDF soldiers in the West Bank earlier in the day. The assail-
ants were shot and wounded, while no soldiers were hurt.

The incidents came only days after Palestinian Authority 
(PA) President Mahmoud Abbas officially ended security 
coordination with Israel.

Palestinian Man 
Shouting ‘Allahu Akbar’ 
Attempts to Stab 
Israeli Police Officers

White Supremacist Origin of  
Antisemitic, Anti-US Cartoon 
Promoted by Chinese Embassy 
in Paris Exposed

the embassy for its hypocrisy over the Commu-
nist regime’s treatment of the mainly-Muslim 
Uighurs in the province of East Turkestan.

Nearly two million people have been 
incarcerated in “re-education” camps while 
key Muslim religious imperatives — such as 
refraining from the consumption of pork and 
alcohol — have been forcibly undermined.

“You have put millions of Uighurs in 
your Nazi camps, even banned the words 
‘Bismillah,’ ‘Elhemdulila,’  destroyed all our 
books, forced Muslims to eat your pigs and 
organized beer festivals during Ramadan,” an 
outraged Reyhan wrote.

Separately, Raphaël Glucksmann, a 
French member of the European Parliament, 
compared China’s Ramadan greetings to 
“[Nazi propaganda minister] Joseph Goebbels 
wishing us a Happy Passover, or the Roman 
Legions wishing us a Merry Christmas.”

In the case of Monday’s tweet, China 
took a different approach in the aftermath, 
claiming that its Twitter feed had been hacked 
and removing the offending cartoon.

The embassy did not specify who was 
responsible for the alleged hack or provide 
any other details, however.

A virulently anti-American and antisemitic cartoon tweeted by the Chinese Embassy in Paris on 
Monday previously appeared on several websites linked to white supremacists and Holocaust deniers.

Accompanied by the text “Qui est le prochain?” (“Who’s next?”), the cartoon showed the 
figure of death draped in a US flag while holding a scythe embossed with the Star of David. The 
death figure stood alongside a row of doorways marked with the names of countries such as 
Syria, Venezuela and Hong Kong — all supposedly the targets of American and “Zionist” desta-
bilization plots.

According to the French monitoring organization 
Conspiracy Watch, the cartoon had previously been featured 
on several extremist websites. In 2014, it was published on 
the website of Alain Soral, a French far-right agitator and 
vocal Holocaust denier.

The same image appeared again on a Sept. 2016 article 
by David Icke — a notorious British Holocaust denier, white 
supremacist and peddler of antisemitic conspiracy theories.

In Feb. 2017, the cartoon ran on AlterInfo, a French 
Holocaust denial site.

More recent online sightings of the cartoon have included 
Les Crises, a French left-wing website focused on international 
politics, and Global Research, a Canada-based website that 
aggressively supports the Cuban and Venezuelan regimes.

The publication of the cartoon by the Chinese Embassy 
in France conforms to a pattern established in recent months 
of using its online assets for visceral attacks on the US and its 
allies as the coronavirus pandemic has worsened.

In April, a diplomatic row broke out between Paris and 
Beijing over the embassy’s publication of an article — titled 
“Observations of a Chinese diplomat posted to Paris” — 
which leveled a number of false charges about the handling 
of the pandemic, including the accusation that workers at 
care homes across Europe callously abandoned their posts.

At the beginning of May, the embassy released a video via 
its Twitter feed that mocked the US response to the pandemic, 
claiming that the American government had ignored Chinese 
warnings that the coronavirus was spreading.

And just last week, the embassy infuriated advocates 
for the oppressed Uighur minority in northwestern China 
when it tweeted the greeting “Eid Mubarak” at the close of 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

Dilnur Reyhan — a French Uighur activist — slammed 

The cartoon published by the Chinese Em-
bassy in Paris as previously featured on the 

website of David Icke.  Photo: Screenshot.
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Last week, Palestinian Authority (PA) and 
PLO chairman Mahmoud Abbas announced 
that the PA was renouncing the peace deals it 
signed with Israel along with its agreements 
with the United States. According to some 
left-leaning Israeli television commentators 
and retired generals, his speech was an earth-
quake. It was a calamity of epic proportions. 
Most importantly, it was a reason to bury the 
government’s plan to apply Israeli law to the 
Israeli communities in Judea and Samaria 
and to the Jordan Valley.

But the truth is not at all what they claim. 
This isn’t an earthquake. It isn’t even a hiccup. 
It isn’t a calamity. It just a tired, recycled, 
empty threat.

Abbas had no problem remembering his 
lines last week, because he’s given the same 
speech, word for word, a half dozen times 
(aside from the throwaway sentence blasting 
President Donald Trump’s peace plan and 
Israel’s sovereignty plan).

The first time Abbas gave it was in 
September 2015 in his address to the United 
Nations General Assembly. But after the 
first news cycle passed, Abbas’ lackeys clari-
fied that he didn’t mean it. There is no plan 
to make his declaration operative. He’s just 
trying to send a message — that is, a threat — 
to Israel and America.

The same state of affairs prevailed 
following last week’s “I’m ditching the peace 
deals” speech. After the Israeli media and the 
leftist former generals wailed and sounded 
dire warnings about what will befall the 
country if the government doesn’t abandon 
all of its plans, the Palestinians made clear 
that this time too he didn’t mean it. Abbas’ 
advisers and lackeys said it was simply his 
way of “warning” Israel and America. For their 
part, local leaders and militia chiefs shrugged 
their shoulders and said they heard about the 
speech from the Israeli media.

Set aside for a moment the fact that Abbas’ 
speech was a complete joke, and consider what 
would actually happen if he implemented his 
declaration and officially abrogated all the 
agreements he and his predecessor Yasser 
Arafat signed with Israel since 1993.

The fact is that nothing would change at all.
Since 1994, when they began governing 

the Palestinian areas in Judea and Samaria 
and Gaza by force of the agreements they 
signed with Israel, the Palestinians have 
systematically and continuously breached 
every single substantive commitment they 
made to Israel. Most notably, the Palestinians 

agreed to fight terror. Instead, for the past 27 
years, the Palestinian Authority (PA) under 
both Arafat and Abbas has incited, financed, 
and directed terrorism against Israel.

In every sphere of authority Israel trans-
ferred to it, the Palestinian Authority has used 
its powers — military and civilian — not to 
govern Palestinians and advance the cause 
of peace, but to wage a multidimensional war 
against the Jewish state and its citizens. From 
diplomacy to planning and zoning, from 
sewage treatment to education and religious 
affairs, the PA has continuously breached 
every article and annex in the agreements it 
signed with Israel in order to harm the Jewish 
state and its citizens.

So again, if Abbas actually carries 
through on his tired threat and cancels the 
agreements, it won’t make a bit of difference 
to anyone. Those deals have all long been 
dead in the water.

One of Abbas’ lines that always terrifies 
Israeli leftists is his threat to cut off security 
cooperation between Palestinian and Israeli 
security forces. The Israeli left’s Pavlovian 
response to that is to say that if that happens, 
rivers of blood will flow and anyone who 
doesn’t immediately give in to all of Abbas’ 
demands will have the blood of Israeli soldiers 
and civilians on their hands.

Setting aside the moral obscenity at the 
base of their practice of blaming their political 
opponents for the Palestinians’ aggression, 
the leftists’ claim is substantively wrong on 
two counts. First, as former defense minister 
Moshe Ya’alon has said repeatedly over the 
years, the Palestinians don’t protect Israelis. 
The Israel Defense Forces protects Israelis. The 
Palestinians benefit far more from their security 
coordination with the IDF than the IDF benefits 
from its security coordination with them.

Second, the security coordination 
between Israel and Palestinians has little to 
do with Abbas. Under the Oslo deals, the PA 
formed more than a dozen militias, all charged 
with overlapping duties and authorities. Over 
the years Israel’s security cooperation with 
each of these militias has been a function of 
how the various forces’ local commanders on 
the ground view their personal interests. A 
commander of the preventive security force 
in Jenin or Qalqilya, for instance, may view his 
personal interests as advanced through tight 
cooperation with Israeli security forces and 
Israeli civilian leaders in the Israeli communi-
ties surrounding them.

A military intelligence commander in 
the south Hebron Hills, on the other hand, 
may prefer to cooperate with his brother-in-
law or cousins in Hamas than with Israel.

In both cases, the local militia bosses 
make their judgments with little connection 
to Abbas’ position on the matter.

Abbas’ Empty Threats Come Again

If Abbas abrogates the agreements with 
Israel, his actions will be met with the same 
indifference by local commanders that they 
are met with today.

This is not to say that Abbas is irrelevant. 
He is relevant in two arenas: The first arena is 
the international arena. Abbas leveraged the 
Oslo agreements to invent a paper state called 
“The State of Palestine.”

Palestine-on-paper exists to advance 
the PLO’s political and propaganda war 
against Israel, and to legitimize terror attacks 
against Israelis and Jews. Palestine-on-paper 
files fabricated war crimes charges against 
Israelis. Palestine-on-paper leads the inter-
national campaign to transform Israel into an 
economic, social, and diplomatic pariah state.

In keeping with Palestine-on-paper’s 
continuous war against Israel, during his 
latest “I quit the agreements” speech, Abbas 
called on the nations of the world that have 
yet to recognize Palestine-on-paper to do so.

Another thing that won’t change if Abbas 
actually abrogates the agreements is the PA’s 
demand for money. If Abbas formally ends the 
peace deals, that doesn’t mean he won’t expect 
Israel to collect taxes for him and transfer 
him the money. He can be trusted to keep the 
demands for cash up no matter what happens.

This brings us to the second arena where 
Abbas plays an outsized role. Abbas, an 
83-year-old kidney patient, sits on a goldmine 
worth billions of dollars. The funds that Abbas 
controls are comprised of his personal wealth, 
PA funding from foreign governments, and tax 
revenues that Israel collects and transfers to 
the PA’s bank account. No one knows who will 
take control over the money after Abbas dies or 
otherwise quits the stage. But who that person 
(or persons) is will determine to a great degree 
how Palestinian clan leaders, mayors, and local 
security chiefs behave going forward.

If Abbas is succeeded by people aligned 
with Hamas or by members of Hamas, it 
will have a major impact on the behavior of 
commanders on the ground. Some will choose 
to join Hamas and turn their guns on Israel. 
Some will cling to Israel ever more tightly. 
Israel will fight the commanders who side with 
Hamas and help those who stand with it.

If a PLO apparatchik — or as Abbas 
hopes, one of his sons — takes over, it is likely 
that they will continue using money to grease 
the gears of power as Abbas has. If this is the 
case, little is likely to change in Israel’s relation-
ships with commanders on the ground.

Although Abbas’ latest empty threat is 
no reason for concern, his remarks — and 
the left’s predictable response — should serve 
as a reminder that Israel needs to develop a 
reality-based policy for dealing with the Pales-
tinians for the day after Abbas — who is old 
and sick — leaves power. The first challenge 
for Israel’s leaders in forging such a policy is to 

base it on reality.
The peace deals Israel signed with 

the Palestinians in the 1990s failed utterly 
because they never reflected reality. Those 
deals, like the peace process itself, were an 
expression of the Israeli left’s ideological 
aspirations. Arafat and Abbas were never 
interested in making the left’s dreams of 
appeasement-based peace come true. But 
they were prepared to lie to their Israeli fans 
in exchange for cash, power, and international 
standing. Israel’s post-Oslo policy towards the 
Palestinians needs to recognize the basic fact 
that deals — all deals — can succeed only if 
they are predicated on reality. The purpose of 
deals is not to transform reality, but to serve 
as a means for the sides to the agreement to 
advance their common goals.

Israel would be better off signing 15 
reality-based, limited agreements with 15 
local Palestinian leaders and security bosses 
from Hebron in the south to Jenin in the north 
than one big peace treaty with the PLO, which 
will only use it as a means to escalate its war 
against Israel while cultivating its ties with 
the Israeli left, the European Union, and the 
Democratic Party in America.

Beyond agreements, a critical aspect 
of a reality-based Israeli policy towards the 
Palestinians is the question of funding. What 
Israeli interest is advanced by transferring 
billions of dollars in tax revenues to the PA? 
Should Israel continue to transfer the funds? 
Would Israel be better served by transferring 
the funds directly to local Palestinian leaders 
than continuing to transfer them to the PA’s 
bank account in Ramallah?

As Israel gets closer to the July 1 date 
to begin applying Israeli law to the Israeli 
communities in Judea and Samaria and to the 
Jordan Valley, threats from those who have 
prospered by perpetuating the peace fraud 
will multiply and escalate. There is no reason 
to listen to the prattle. Israel and its allies 
should maintain a steady course forward and 
concentrate on how to build a new frame-
work for relations with the Palestinians built 
not around catering to Abbas and his lies, but 
towards building durable ties with those on 
the ground who recognize the value of good 
relations with Israel.

Caroline Glick is an award-winning 
columnist and author of The Israeli Solution: 
A One-State Plan for Peace in the Middle East.

A version of this article first appeared in 
Israel Hayom.

Opinion.

The drumbeat of antisemitism has grown 
louder and more assured over the last two 
decades. Yet it’s only with the resurgence of 
far-right activism in the last five years or so that 
mainstream media outlets and human-rights 
organizations have uncomplicatedly acknowl-
edged that hatred of Jews is still with us.

A good example of these late developers 

is Human Rights Watch (HRW), certainly the 
world’s leading human-rights NGO when it 
comes to funding and influence. For as long as 
most people can remember, HRW’s relation-
ship with the Jewish community has been an 
adversarial one. When it has come to such 
matters as boycotting Israel or left-wing agita-
tion against Jews in the guise of “Zionists,” or 
the persistence of crudely antisemitic beliefs 
among Europe’s Muslim communities, the 
organization has invariably dismissed Jewish 
concerns about antisemitism by holding up 
the banner of “free speech” or by suggesting 
— as HRW director Kenneth Roth did in 2014 
— that Israel’s occupation of Palestinian terri-
tories is the reason why Jews on the continent 

keep getting insulted, spat at, beaten up, and 
even kidnapped and murdered.

There are no such qualms on the part of 
HRW when it comes to the antisemitism of 
the extreme right, however.

Last week, its Europe and Central Asia 
Division expressed alarm at the antisemitism 
on display at protests in Germany against 
COVID-19 restrictions. A briefing by Hugh 
Williamson, the division’s director, observed 
that some protesters “wore yellow stars, 
drawing an inappropriate and offensive 
comparison between requirements to wear 
a face mask and the symbol Jewish people 
were forced to display on their clothing in the 

Suddenly, Human Rights 
Watch Discovers Antisemitism
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Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas holds a map while speaking during a 

Security Council meeting at the UN headquar-
ters in New York, Feb. 11, 2020. 

 Photo: Reuters / Shannon Stapleton.
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reassured in the mistaken belief that once 
the Israeli “occupation” ends, then Muslim 
antisemitism will disappear as well.

In essence, while HRW understands that 
antisemitism is a core element of the extreme 
right’s worldview, it sees its appearance in 
other contexts as a marginal aberration. In a 
May 2019 briefing that purported to explain 
the “wrong way to combat antisemitism,” 
HRW analyst Wenzel Michalski took to task 
a vast swathe of the German parliament — 
from the left-wing Greens to the conservative 
Christian Social Union — for agreeing on a 
resolution that deemed the movement to 
boycott Israel as antisemitic.

“In Germany, the term ‘boycott’ evokes 
memories of the boycott of Jewish-owned 
shops in the 1930s,” wrote Michalski. “To 
equate that dark chapter with boycotts of 
Israel over its rights abuses is to trivialize our 
history. Activists worldwide use boycotts to 
challenge rights abuses and seek political 
change. Boycotts played key roles in the US 
struggle for African-American rights and in 
international campaigns against apartheid in 
South Africa and atrocities in Darfur.”

Michalski’s overarching argument — that 
a small number of antisemites muttering 
darkly about “Zionists” should not sully 
the boycott movement’s honorable goal of 
securing independence for the Palestinians — 
exemplifies the denial among progressives in 

Europe and the United States that the Pales-
tine solidarity movement is itself an incubator 
of antisemitism. Nowhere does Michalski 
recognize what the movement to boycott Israel 
has no problem recognizing: that subjecting 
Israel and its people to isolation is a necessary 
condition of bringing about the Jewish state’s 
replacement with a unitary State of Palestine, 
in which Jews would, at best, revert to being a 
religious minority ruled by others.

In the minds of most Jews (and quite a 
few non-Jews as well), promoting the elimina-
tion of the world’s only Jewish state as a just 
solution to the Palestinian issue is unquestion-
ably antisemitic. Now in its second decade of 
existence, the BDS movement has been a key 
contributor to the antisemitic atmosphere in 
Europe — specifically, by portraying Jews as 
oppressors and violators of human rights, it 
helped remove the taboo on blatant antise-
mitic rhetoric in society more generally.

I don’t believe that HRW’s inability, or 
refusal, to grasp the diverse nature of modern 
antisemitism is a reason to shun its solidarity 
in combating the far-right. But as long as HRW 
remains blind towards these other forms of 
Jew-hatred, its solidarity will only run skin-
deep — and no more.

Ben Cohen is a New York City-based 
journalist and author who writes a weekly 
column on Jewish and international affairs 
for JNS

The UC Davis Cross Cultural Center 
(CCC) is committed to the idealistic goal 
of building a just and liberated world. The 
building provides a space for many unique 
communities to pursue advocacy, identity 
exploration, and — most importantly — 
cultural competency. Despite its genuinely 
good goal, the Cross Cultural Center has 
consistently failed to extend its mission to 
Jewish pro-Israel students on campus due to 
blatant acts of exclusion and hostility.

Last year on May 16, two Jewish 
pro-Israel students found inflammatory 
posters in a CCC window facing a path that 
thousands of students pass through daily. 
The posters portrayed the complex conflict 
between Israel and Hamas, the world-recog-
nized terrorist organization in control of the 
Gaza Strip, in simplistic terms, portraying 
Israel as the clear aggressor.

While misleading, these posters are 
certainly permitted as free speech. However, 
the Jewish students felt that more context 
was necessary and asked the Cross Cultural 
Center if they could put up their own posters 
to present a nuanced perspective. Such 
posters would no doubt be in accordance 
with the CCC’s mission of cultural compe-
tency, but the CCC did not approve the Jewish 
students’ posters.

When pressed for an explanation, the 
Cross Cultural Center director stated, “There 
were a few reasons as to why the staff unani-
mously decided not to post the posters,” but 
failed to specifically cite what policy the 
Jewish students’ poster violated.

Throughout the following fall quarter, 
Jewish student leaders continuously met 
with CCC staff to resolve the issue, so that 
future Jewish students could feel included 
at the center. Yet the CCC failed to provide 
any updated posting policy, even after they 
admitted they needed to be “more clear and 
transparent going forward.”

After months of frustration, the Jewish 
students and their attorneys sent a letter to 
the university arguing that the Cross Cultural 
Center violated many university policies. For 
example, posters failed to clearly indicate 
the name of the sponsoring person(s) or 
organization(s); this policy is in place so it 
does not appear that the university sponsors 

the posters’ contents. In addition, the univer-
sity, including the CCC, must remain neutral 
on all political and religious matters. By 
denying Jewish students the ability to post, 
while allowing others to do so, the university 
does not appear neutral. These are just a few 
of the argued violations.

The university quickly responded and 
stated they would take immediate action by 
informing the CCC of their legal violations.

Unfortunately, this was not an isolated 
incident. Back in 2002, the CCC distributed 
a letter claiming that “Zionism is an ideology 
that we consider racist in nature because 
it denies the Palestinians their identity and 
nationhood.” Many Jewish students identify 
as Zionist because they believe that the 
Jewish people have a right to self-determina-
tion in their indigenous homeland of Israel. 
The 2002 scandal shows how the CCC knew 
its environment was unwelcoming to Jewish 
students, and failed to make proper changes.

Currently, there are some signs of hope. 
Dialogue between Jewish student leaders and 
the CCC is ongoing and promising. The Cross 
Cultural Center has promised to work with 
an Israel advocacy group on campus, Aggies 
for Israel, to plan inclusive events at the 
center. There are plans to hold the Holocaust 
Remembrance Day ceremony and the 
Passover Mimouna celebration in the CCC 
community room next year. However, hosting 
these events at the center does nothing to 
make Israeli students feel included in the 
Middle Eastern community. For example, the 
CCC consistently hosts Students for Justice in 
Palestine’s hateful anti-Zionism week, but has 
never permitted any Israeli celebration. If the 
CCC truly wants to improve its relationship 
with the Jewish community, it must find a way 
to connect with Zionists as well.

The Cross Cultural Center at UC Davis 
has tremendous potential to be a bastion of 
diversity. Unfortunately, today the CCC is a 
champion of conformity to a single viewpoint. 
As I graduate, I hope future Jewish students 
can engage with other communities at the 
Cross Cultural Center to widen their world 
views. I want non-Jewish students to under-
stand Jewish and Israeli students’ diverse 
perspectives about Israel and the conflict. 
Most importantly, I want Jewish students to 
step onto campus each day and feel confident 
that they will be unconditionally welcomed 
everywhere.

Jacob Greenstein is a fourth-year 
economics student at UC Davis and a 
CAMERA on Campus Fellow.

Anti-Israel Bias Continues 
at UC Davis Cultural Center

A View From the IDF:  
Lessons Learned Since 
Leaving Lebanon

The generation of commanders that I 
and other officers in the Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF)’s general staff are a part of cut its teeth in 
the wadis and ambushes in the south Lebanon 
security belt. It was a period that molded us 
personally and professionally, a period that 
contrary to the image, saw more than a few 
operational successes, alongside failures and 
losses of subordinates and commanders alike.

One of the central lessons from that time 
is the ability to identify and interpret a given 
situation — to identify the enemy’s patterns 
of behavior and deliver a worthy military 
response.

Over the years, the enemy in Lebanon 
grew more sophisticated, and gradually 
adopted a guerrilla-style of warfare. It took the 
IDF a few years to diagnose and acknowledge 
this. It also took time to recognize the magni-
tude of the missile and rocket threat and give it 
the proper weight in terms of our operational 
and technological response.

On the operational level, this is a key 
lesson — the need to be self-critical and highly 
introspective, to help the army adapt and 
adopt new operational methods. The ability 
to see the changing reality and provide a 
relevant response must be a way of life.

The IDF modifies itself over time, and the 
army’s multi-year plan, Tnufa (“Momentum”), 
which incorporates the importance of 
adapting to change, set as a goal the need 
to greatly enhance the army’s offensive 
capabilities. The plan was formulated after 
a comprehensive and critical analysis of the 
state of our enemies on all fronts, defining 

most of them as “terrorist armies” heavily 
armed with missiles and rockets. The plan 
provides a response to these threats, incor-
porating compatible methods and weapons, 
streamlining cooperation between the 
various branches, training commanders, and 
cultivating morale and values.

Advanced technology and moderniza-
tion will facilitate substantial improvement 
of the IDF’s offensive capabilities. The IDF is 
already prepared, as of now, for any scenario, 
and on the day the order is given, will activate 
the entirety of its might wherever the enemy 
has taken up position, with an emphasis on 
urban areas. We will continue to monitor the 
changes and threats, and continue to improve 

our weapons and capabilities.
At all times I carry with me the images 

of my friends who fell on Lebanese soil, and 
I embrace their families. I also remember and 
salute the fighters of the South Lebanon Army, 
who fought shoulder to shoulder alongside us. 
It is our duty as a nation to remember them 
and help them. To remember, to recognize 
change, and adapt to it — this is the lesson 
from our service in the security belt. It is our 
professional, national, and moral obligation.

Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi is Chief of General 
Staff of the Israel Defense Forces. This article 
first appeared in Israel Hayom.
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Nazi era. There were banners with antisemitic 
conspiracy theories about compulsory vacci-
nations for COVID-19.”

Williamson correctly pointed out that 
these spectacles had to be understood in 
the context of a general rise of antisemitism 
in Germany, where antisemitic offenses 
increased by 13% in 2019, with more than 
2,000 incidents recorded. One of those 
incidents, of course, was the gun attack on a 
synagogue in the city of Halle on Yom Kippur, 
which would have ended in a horrendous 
massacre had the neo-Nazi gunman not been 
frustrated by the security doors at the shul. 
“Addressing Germany’s Jewish community 
on the night of the Halle synagogue attack, 
Chancellor Angela Merkel declared her 

government would ‘do everything possible to 
ensure that you can live in safety,’” Williamson 
wrote, before concluding: “The COVID-19 
crisis is a sad reminder that work is still 
needed to make this a reality.”

All that is true, but it begs more questions 
than it answers. After all, there have been 
plenty of “sad reminders” of the stubbornness 
of antisemitism before the coronavirus came 
along. The problem for HRW, perhaps, is that 
those earlier episodes did not emanate from 
the right. Take France, where 11 Jews have 
been murdered by antisemitic terror or brutal 
violence since 2006 — not a single one of 
them at the hands of far-right thugs. Because 
the killers in all these instances came from 
immigrant backgrounds, HRW has always 
felt uneasy addressing this particular form 
of antisemitic violence, and simultaneously 
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IDF troops patrol the northern Israeli moshav 
of Avivim, close to the border with Lebanon, 

Sept. 2, 2019. Photo: Reuters / Ronen Zvulun.
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President Trump’s recent remark about Henry 
Ford’s “good bloodlines” has aroused curiosity and 
controversy. Trump actually is not the first president to 
subscribe to the discredited notion that there is such 
a thing as “good” blood and “bad” blood. But you have 
to go back nearly a century to find another American 
head of state who openly embraced such notions.

During his visit to a Ford Motor Company 
plant in Michigan on May 21, President Trump was 
supposed to read from a prepared text, in which 
he would state simply, “The company founded 
by a man named Henry Ford teamed up with the 
company founded by Thomas Edison — that’s 
General Electric.”

But with Ford’s Executive Chairman William C. 
Ford, Jr., the great-grandson of Henry Ford, standing 
nearby, Trump turned to him and ad-libbed: “The 
company founded by a man named Henry Ford — 
good bloodlines, good bloodlines, if you believe in 
that stuff. You got good blood. They teamed up with 
the company founded by Thomas Edison — that’s 
General Electric. It’s good stuff. That’s good stuff.”

One wishes the president of the United States 
would have more than a passing familiarity with 
American history. Perhaps it is unrealistic to expect 
Trump to know that Henry Ford was America’s 
worst promulgator of antisemitism in the 1920s — 
for which Adolf Hitler praised him, by name, in the 
pages of Mein Kampf. Or that Ford accepted Nazi 
Germany’s highest award for foreigners, the Grand 
Cross of the German Eagle, in 1938. Still, Trump’s 
advisers and speechwriters have an obligation to 
keep him fully informed.

The more disturbing question, however, 
pertains to President Trump’s references to “good 
blood.” Granted, he inserted the caveat, “if you 
believe in that stuff.” But the very fact that he brought 
it up unprovoked — and the fact that he has made 
similar remarks in the past — suggests that he does 
“believe in that stuff.”

In 2016, Mr. Trump told British business 
leaders that they have “good bloodlines” and 
“amazing DNA.” At a rally in Mississippi that year, 
he said, “I have great genes and all that stuff, which 
I’m a believer in.” In a 2014 documentary, he said, 
“I’m proud to have that German blood, there’s no 
question about it. Great stuff.”

Some of his statements regarding genes and 
blood concern his uncle, the late Dr. John Trump. As 
a presidential candidate in 2015, he asserted at one 
rally that he has “good genes, very good genes, okay, 
very smart,” as supposedly proven by the fact that 
his uncle was a professor at MIT. Earlier this year, 
President Trump said he believes he has “a natural 
ability” in the field of medicine because his uncle 
“was a great super genius.”

The idea that a person’s abilities and behavior 
are determined chiefly by their “blood” or genes 
was widespread in the United States in the late 

1800s and early 1900s. It went hand in glove with 
the notion that whites from northern Europe were a 
superior race that was under siege by inferior races 
from Africa, Asia, and southern and eastern Europe.

Such attitudes extended even to the White 
House. Theodore Roosevelt wrote in 1897 — just 
a few years before he became president — that it 
was important to “keep for the white race the best 
portion of the new world’s surface.” He insisted it was 
the responsibility of “Anglo-Saxon women” to bear 
children “numerous enough so that the race shall 
increase and not decrease.”

Woodrow Wilson wrote a book in 1902 in 
which he warned that “men of the lowest class” from 
Italy and “of the meaner sort” from Hungary and 
Poland, were “men out of the ranks where there was 
neither skill nor energy nor any initiative of quick 
intelligence; and they came in the numbers which 
increased from year to year, as if the countries of 
the south of Europe were disburdening themselves 
of the more sordid and hapless elements of their 
population.”

There is “a fundamental, eternal, inescapable 
difference” between the races, President Warren 
Harding declared in a speech in 1921. “Racial 
amalgamation there cannot be.”

Vice president — and soon to be president 
— Calvin Coolidge wrote in Good Housekeeping 
magazine in 1921: “There are racial considerations 
too grave to be brushed aside for any sentimental 
reasons. Biological laws tell us that certain divergent 
people will not mix or blend. The Nordics propa-
gate themselves successfully. With other races, the 
outcome shows deterioration on both sides.”

Based on that premise, the US government 
adopted restrictive immigration laws based on 
national origins in the early 1920s. “We have closed 
the doors just in time to prevent our Nordic popula-
tion being overrun by the lower races,” Senator 

David A. Reed, one of the authors of the restrictive 
legislation, asserted in a New York Times op-ed. 
“The racial composition of America at the present 
time thus is made permanent.”

Franklin D. Roosevelt shared these senti-
ments. In the 1920s, he wrote articles warning that 
“the mingling of Asiatic blood with European or 
American blood produces, in nine cases out of 
ten, the most unfortunate results.” He asserted that 
America should welcome European immigrants 
who possessed “blood of the right sort.” In 1939, as 
president, he privately boasted to a Senate ally that 

“we know there is no Jewish blood in our veins.”
FDR’s harsh policy of suppressing Jewish 

refugee immigration far below what the quota laws 
allowed in the 1930s and 1940s likely reflected his 
vision of a United States that was overwhelmingly 
white, Anglo-Saxon, and Protestant. In his view, 
modest numbers of foreigners should be admitted 
only if they were, as he put it, “spread thin” around 
the country and thoroughly assimilated.

With the advent of modern science and more 
enlightened views concerning race and culture, 
century-old attitudes about one race being better 
than others generally have been discarded, except 
among a small fringe of extremists. All that talk 
about the value of “good bloodlines,” which did not 
disturb many people 80 or 100 years ago, by now 
should be a thing of the past. The fact that the presi-
dent of the United States is expressing such views in 
the year 2020 is a reminder that some bad ideas do 
not easily go out of style.

Dr. Rafael Medoff is founding director of the 
David S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies 
and author of more than 20 books about Jewish 
history and the Holocaust.

BY RAFAEL MEDOFF

Impressions.

The Problem With Trump and Henry Ford’s 
‘Good Bloodlines’

US President Donald Trump holds a coronavirus response meeting with New Jersey Governor Phil 
Murphy in the Oval Office at the White House in Washington, DC, April 30, 2020.  

Photo: Reuters / Carlos Barria.
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61 RUSSELL LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 04/17/20. Office: 
Kings County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the LLC, 61 
Russell Street, Brooklyn, NY 11222. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
AJ;   5/1/8/15/22/29; 6/5

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company(LLC) Name: GRUNTAL 
ACQUISITION PARTNERS LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York(SSNY) 
on 04/10/2020. Office location: Kings 
county. SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: DANIIL 
KARPOV 2329 East 70 Brooklyn, NY 
11234. Purpose: all lawful activity
AJ;   5/1/8/15/22/29; 6/5

Notice of formation of limited 
liability company(LLC) Name: THE 
MELANIN PROJECT LLC . Articles of 
Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York(SSNY) on  
04/18/2014. Office location : Kings 
county. SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to: 
Stephanie Pierre 745 E 31st Street 
Apt.5G Brooklyn, NY 11210. Purpose: 
all lawful activity
AJ;   5/1/8/15/22/29; 6/5

Notice of formation of limited 
liability company(LLC) Name:E.R.A  
ETHNICITY REP APPARELS LLC. 
Articles of organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York on 
01/02/2020. Office location: Kings 
county. SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to:LLC 555 
49th St., Apt. 1R Brooklyn, NY 11220 
Purpose: all lawful activity
AJ; 5/8/15/22/29; 6/5/12

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company(LLC) Name: ISLAND 
BEAUTY MASSAGE & SPA LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 04/13/2020. Office location: Kings 
county . SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: Island 
Beauty Massage & Spa LLC 942 Utica 
Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11203. Purpose: 
all lawful activity
AJ; 5/29; 6/5/12/19/26; 7/3

        LEGAL NOTICE

According to recent reports, 
the US administration is pushing 
to withdraw its forces from their 
peacekeeping mission in Egypt’s 
Sinai Peninsula. The mission, 
Multinational Force & Observers 
(MFO), has been deployed since 
1981 as part of the peace agreement 
between Egypt and Israel.

Understandably, with the focus 
on COVID-19, the deployment status 
of 400 troops in the Middle East may 
not sound like important news.

But the risk of such an action, 
contrary to what some advocates 
say, may prove fatal to the region 
and US interests, leading to harsh 
outcomes both in the short and long 
term. The desire to put America first 
in this case might very well cause 
more chaos, leaving the US and 
the world to deal with preventable 
turmoil in the fragile region.

The first risk of such an action 
is causing a resurgence of the 
Islamic State (ISIS) in the peninsula. 
Throughout the years, the Islamic 
State has succeeded in bringing 
down a Russian passenger jet, 
killing over 300 people in a mosque 
attack, and carrying out countless 
terror attacks. Its threat was crucial 
enough at times to lead to Egyptian-
Israeli cooperation, according to 
some reports. Even in the last month, 
reports arose about attacks claiming 
the lives of Egyptian soldiers.

The success of the US in 
pushing back the Islamic State in 
Syria and Iraq in recent years has 
been a tremendous step in stabi-
lizing the region. The problem with 
a frequent success, however, is 
that it blinds us to the possibility of 
failure. The diminishing of ISIS is 
not a given — once the effort to curb 
down the insurgency is reduced, it 
might rise back even stronger.

It is in vacuums that terrorist 
organizations gain overwhelming 
power, and this is also what allowed 
the Islamic State’s initial rise in Iraq. 
The resources dedicated to preserve 
the current mission of about 400 
soldiers are but a mere footnote in 
US foreign and defense policy in the 
grand scheme of things. The same 
amount of resources that will be saved 
for such an act, could very much 
prove insignificant compared to the 
cost of yet another rise of preventable 
turmoil in the Middle East.

The second risk that this 
act poses would be perhaps less 
observable but nonetheless crucial 
— undermining US credibility in the 
region and the world when it comes 
to sustaining security agreements. 

The MFO was initiated by agreement 
between the US, Egypt, and Israel 
to promote a third-side enforcing 
mechanism for the peace agreement 
between the two. The presence of 
the US-led force allowed the sides to 
establish trust, and to have a reliable 
observer to oversee any develop-
ments in Sinai. When peace between 
the sides was new and fragile, the 
MFO’s mission stood as an anchor 
that kept Israel and Egypt calm and 
committed. If the US is to push for 
similar arrangements for resolving 
conflicts in the future, the parties 
will question how credible its offers 
could actually be, given the dissolu-
tion of such a mission.

It is true that peacekeeping 
forces have their flaws. They require 
the most precious resource of a 
nation — its own people — to be 
deployed to distant, sometimes 
chaotic areas. They also sometimes 
fail to prove effective. In Syria, the 
UNDOF peacekeeping force fled 
the Syrian-Israeli border area during 
the recent war. In Lebanon, UNIFIL 
failed to prevent Hezbollah tunnels 
from crossing Israel’s borders. But 
those examples highlight the fact 
that when a peacekeeping force does 
succeed in keeping peace, the worst 
thing to do would be to cut it back.

The US is still using peace-
keeping forces as a foreign policy 
tool. In some negotiation rounds 
between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority (although not the current 
one), it suggested deploying such 
forces to the Jordan Valley. When it 
criticized the failures of UNIFIL to 
enforce its mandate in Lebanon, the 
US didn’t call to dismiss it, but rather 
urged it to work more vigorously. If 
it wants peacekeeping forces to be 
effective, and if it ever wants to use 
them as an assurance for a party 
to compromise for peace, it should 
stand up to its commitments. A 
pullout of the peacekeeping force 
from Egypt signals the opposite.

The Middle East proves 
again and again that isolationism 
just does not work. The thought 
that pulling out forces will make 
problems disappear always fails: 
when you avoid the problems, 
they come knocking at your door 
anyway. While the wish to reduce 
forces deployed in foreign missions 
is understandable, it is bound to 
lead to graver consequences. To pull 
US forces out of the Sinai — one of 
the more successful peacekeeping 
missions — is a risky move. When 
an effort is succeeding, the answer 
is clear: the most beneficial thing to 
do would be to sustain it.

Ben Luria is an Israeli Rhodes 
scholar studying Public Policy in 
Oxford. He previously served as 
vice head of the Israel-US Strategic 
Planning Desk in the Israel Defense 
Forces. The views expressed are his own.

groups do not want to have a 
conversation, because they realize 
they do not have facts to support 
their arguments.

For example, they ignore that 
the Jewish people are indigenous to 
Israel by overlooking the reality that 
there has been a continual Jewish 
presence in Israel for the past 3,000 
years. They also ignore that the name 
“Palestine” was actually given to the 
territory by Roman conquerors who 
overtook the land in 70 CE.

Anti-Israel campus groups 
attempt to economically strangle 
Israel through BDS campaigns by 
stating that Israel is a racist nation. 
Evidence, however, shows that half 
of Israel’s Jews are not white, and 
that one out of every five Israelis 
is not a Jew. This minority group 
consists mostly of Israeli Arabs, 
who are provided with the same 
rights as Jews and serve in its 
government at all levels.

Further adding to this list of factu-
ally incorrect arguments, anti-Zionists 
claim that Israel, a country the size of 
New Jersey, is standing in the way of 
peace in the Middle East. This miscon-
ception completely disregards the five 
times Israel has officially offered land 
in exchange for peace, which were all 
summarily rejected.

These facts are not presented 
as proof that Israel is a perfect 
nation. Like any country in the 
world, Israel faces its own difficul-
ties and deserves to be criticized for 
its faults.

However, instead of being 
evaluated equally, Israel is 
constantly singled out by those 
who seek to harm its existence. As 
a result of this injustice, antisemi-
tism continues to rise as Jews face 
increased attacks against both them 
and the Jewish state.

For those who seek to criticize 
Israel, all that I ask is for you to hold 
it to the same standard you choose 
to apply to all countries. I ask that 
you support its right to exist to allow 
it to make improvements, instead of 
advocating for the destruction that 
erases its ability to do so.

Taylor Roth serves as the 
Digital Media Associate for Chris-
tians United for Israel and the 
founder of its University of Florida 
chapter. She also is a fellow for the 
Committee for Accuracy in Middle 
East Reporting and Analysis.

If You Want to  
Criticize Israel, First 
Support Its Right 
to Exist

Keeping the  
Peacekeeping: Why 
Withdrawing US 
Troops From Sinai  
Is a Dangerous Idea

Opinion.

An anti-Israel “apartheid wall” on 
display at Columbia University dur-

ing Apartheid Week in 2017.  
Photo: Facebook.

Imagine yourself sitting in a 
college classroom excited to learn 
more about the world around you. 
Your professor has invited an Italian 
speaker from Italy to share his love 
for his country.

Your high hopes for this conver-
sation are instantly disregarded 
when several students in the class 
interrupt the discussion. Instead 
of listening and asking important 
questions, they decide to stand 
up and demean Italians and their 
country before exiting the event.

Meanwhile, Italian students in 
the class immediately feel isolated. 
They do not know who they can turn 
to, and worry no one will support 
them against these baseless attacks.

Surely, anyone who witnessed 
this would label it as bigotry against 
Italians and their home country. 
This same response would be true 
if any country and its people were 
singled out and unfairly targeted.

That is, of course, unless it 
comes to Israel and the Jewish 
people.

On campuses across America, 
antisemitism is rising drastically, 
and it often festers from the belief 
that the Jewish homeland does not 
have the right to defend itself.

Those who ascribe to this belief 
are anti-Zionists, meaning they stand 
in opposition to Israel’s existence. 
Although they do not argue that any 
other country is illegitimate, regard-
less of how corrupt and bloody its 
origins, they adamantly single Israel 
out in this manner.

I first encountered this on my 
campus when Students for Justice in 
Palestine (SJP) members compared 
life in Israeli society to the racism 
experienced during apartheid in 
South Africa.

To further spread misinforma-
tion, members of this anti-Israel 
group constructed a Boycott, Divest-
ment, and Sanctions (BDS) wall 
in the center of my campus. As 
students passed, SJP members 
claimed that Jewish people were 
colonialists, completely ignoring 
they are indigenous to the land.

This hatred continued when 
I hosted a CAMERA on Campus 
speaker to discuss his time serving 
in the Israeli Defense Forces. 
Instead of attending the event and 
contributing to a critical conversa-
tion, members of SJP first acted as 
if they were attendees. They then 
stood up, waved anti-Israel signs, 
and walked out before the speaker 
could even share his views.

Members of these anti-Israel 

Legals.
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person as God’s image. Our very 
existence, and the existence of the 
universe, are the result of God’s love.

By blessing the people, the 
Priests showed them what love of 
one’s fellow is. Here is Rambam’s 
definition of what it is to “love your 
neighbor as yourself”: “One should 
speak in praise of his neighbor, 
and be considerate of his money, 
even as he is considerate of his own 
money, or desires to preserve his 
own honor.” Blessing the people 
showed that you sought their good 
— and seeking their good is what 
loving them means.

Thus the Kohanim set an 
example to the people by this public 
display of love, or what we would 
call today “the common good.” They 
thus encouraged a society in which 
each sought the welfare of all — and 
such a society is blessed, because 
the bonds between its members are 
strong, and because people put the 
interests of the nation as a whole 
before their own private advantage. 
Such a society is blessed by God, 

a “police state” and has detailed 
“more than two dozen cases of 
people detained [and tortured] for 
no clear reason beyond writing a 
critical article or Facebook post 
or belonging to the wrong student 
group or political movement.” 
Despite having ratified all the major 
international human rights treaties, 
the Palestinian Authority has not 
honored them.

Instead of seeking solutions, 
Palestinian leaders present Israel 
as an enemy, not a potential peace 
partner — a narrative that encour-
ages those like Khoudary to decry 
normalization with Israel, even if it 
means endangering other Palestin-
ians. Palestinian leaders on both 
sides also teach their children that 
it’s glorious to kill and murder Jews, 
and their school curricula is rife with 
incitement.

Whether it’s Hamas’ claims 
that COVID-19 positive workers 
are being smuggled through the 
drainage system to Gaza, that Jews 
are intentionally spitting in public, 
or that IDF soldiers are spreading 
the virus through the door handles 
of cars — all with the intention of 
killing Palestinians — this dissemina-
tion of hyperbole and outright lies is 
an attempt to induce an amygdalin 
response in Palestinian civilians.

Despite the thousands of tons 
of medical supplies arriving for 
Palestinians from Israel on a weekly 
basis, normalization is seen as a 
capital crime, at least publicly. Kamal 
Musa, Hamas’ Ministry of Health 
spokesperson, recently deleted his 
Facebook posts regarding Israeli 

Despite COVID-19, Pales-
tinian leaders keep neglecting and 
abusing their own people in favor of 
their agitprop and anti-Israel incite-
ment. Hamas arbitrarily detains 
journalists and peace activists, and 
tortures and kills its citizens, while 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) — 
whose leader is in his 16th year 
of a four-year term — is closer to 
democracy by a small margin.

Peace activist Rami Aman’s 
arrest on April 9 for “treason” by 
Hamas for his Zoom call with 
Israeli peace activists is a jarring 
and widely publicized drop in the 
bucket of Hamas’ crimes against 
humanity. An Amnesty Interna-
tional freelancer, Hind Khoudary, 
informed senior Hamas officials 
of Rami’s activities, but just as 
troubling is Amnesty’s paltry 
condemnation of this act and 
Hamas’ countless crimes and 
incitement.

Amid a robust international 
campaign, Amnesty Interna-
tional denounced Khoudary and 
declared Rami Aman a prisoner 
of conscience, calling for his 
immediate and unconditional 
release. But Amnesty has yet to 
campaign for Aman as they have 
done for Palestinian prisoners like 
Ahed Tamimi, as well as others who 
have been involved in terrorism.

Human Rights Watch refers 
to the Palestinian Authority as 

I confess to a thrill every time I 
read these words:

Tell Aaron and his sons, This is 
how you are to bless the Israelites. 
Say to them:

May the Lord bless you and 
protect you.

May the Lord make His face 
shine on you and be gracious to 
you.

May the Lord turn His face 
toward you and grant you peace.

Let them put My name on the 
Israelites, and I will bless them. 
(Numbers 6:23-27)

These are among the oldest 
continuously-used words of blessing 
ever. We recite them daily at the 
beginning of the morning service. 
Some say them last thing at night. 
We use them to bless our children 
on Friday nights. They are often 
used to bless the bride and groom 
at weddings. They are widely used 
by non-Jews also. Their simplicity, 
their cumulative three-word, five-
word, seven-word structure, their 
ascending movement from protec-
tion to grace to peace, all make them 
a miniature gem of prayer whose 
radiance has not diminished in the 
more than 3,000 years since their 
formulation.

In previous years I have written 
about the meaning of the bless-
ings. This time, I ask three different 
questions: First, why Priests? Why 
not Prophets, Kings, Sages, or saints?

Second, why the unique form 
of the birkat ha-mitzvah, the 
blessing made by the Priests over 
the commandment to bless the 
people? The blessing is, “who has 
sanctified us with the sanctity of 
Aaron and commanded us to bless 
His people with love.” No other 
blessing over a command specifies 
that it should be done with love.

There is an argument in the 
Talmud as to whether commands 
must be performed with the proper 
intent, kavannah, or whether the 
deed itself is enough. But intent is 
different from motive. Intent merely 
means that I am performing the 
command because it is a command. 
I am acting consciously, knowingly, 
deliberately, in obedience to the 
Divine will. It has nothing to do with 
an emotion like love. Why does this 

Tradition.

command and no other require 
love?

Third, why have human beings 
bless the people at all? It is God 
who blesses humanity and His 
people Israel. He needs no human 
intermediary. Our passage says just 
this: “Let them put My name on the 
Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
The blessings come not from the 
Priests but from God Himself. So 
why require the Priests to “put His 
name” on the people?

In answer to the first, Sefer 
ha-Hinnuch says simply that the 
Priests were the sacred group 
within the people. They ministered 
in the House of God. They spent 
their lives in Divine service. Their 
life’s work was sacred. So was their 
habitat. They were the guardians of 

holiness. They were therefore the 
obvious choice for the sacred rite 
of bringing down God’s blessings 
upon the people.

Rabbi Aharon Walkin, in 
the preface to his Matsa Aharon, 
offered a more prosaic explanation. 
The Priests had no share in the land. 
Their sole income was from the 
mattenot kehunah, the gifts of the 
Priests, that was their due from the 
people as a whole. It followed that 
they had an interest in the people 
prospering, because then they too 
would prosper. They would bless 
the people with a full heart, seeking 
their good, because they would 
benefit thereby.

Rabbi Avraham Gafni offered a 
third explanation. We read that on 
the consecration of the Tabernacle, 
“Aaron lifted his hands toward the 
people and blessed them” (Lev. 
9:22). Rashi says that the blessing 
he gave the people on that occasion 
was indeed the priestly blessing as 
specified in our parsha. However, 
Ramban suggests that perhaps 
Aaron’s blessing was spontaneous, 
and because he showed such 
generosity of spirit, he was given by 
God the reward that it would be his 
descendants who would bless Israel 
in the future.

What then about the reference 
in the blessing to love? There are 
two different interpretations: that 
the reference is to the Priests, or 
that the reference is to God.

The second reverses the word 
order of the blessing and reads 
it not as “who commanded us to 
bless His people with love,” but 
rather, “who in love commanded 
us to bless His people.” The blessing 

speaks of God’s love, not that of 
the Priests. Because God loves His 
people, He commands the Priests to 
bless them.

The first reading, grammati-
cally more plausible, is that it is the 
Priests who must love. This is the 
basis of the statement in the Zohar 
that “a Priest who does not love the 
people, or a Priest who is not loved 
by the people, may not bless.” We 
can only bless what we love. Recall 
how the blind and aged Isaac said to 
Esau, “Prepare me the tasty food that 
I love and bring it to me to eat, so that 
I may give you my blessing before I 
die” (Gen. 27:4). Whether it was 
the food that Isaac loved, or what it 
represented about Esau’s character 
— that he cared enough for his father 
to find him the food he liked — Isaac 
needed the presence of love to be 
able to make the blessing.

Why then does the blessing for 
this mitzvah and no other specify 
that it must be done with love? 
Because in every other case it is the 
agent who performs the ma’aseh 
mitzvah, the act that constitutes 
the command. Uniquely in the case 
of the priestly blessings, the Priest 
is merely a machshir mitzvah — 
an enabler, not a doer. The doer is 
God Himself: “Let them place My 
name on the children of Israel and 
I will bless them.” The Kohanim are 
merely channels through which 
God’s blessings flow.

This means that they must be 
selfless while uttering the bless-
ings. We let God into the world 
and ourselves to the degree that 
we forget ourselves and focus on 
others. That is what love is. We see 
this in the passage in which Jacob, 
having fallen in love with Rachel, 
agrees to Laban’s terms: seven years 
of work. We read: “So Jacob served 
seven years to get Rachel, but they 
seemed like only a few days to him 
because of his love for her” (Gen. 
29:20). The commentators ask the 
obvious question: precisely because 
he was so much in love, the seven 
years should have felt like a century. 
The answer is equally obvious: he 
was thinking of her, not him. There 
was nothing selfish in his love. He 
was focused on her presence, not 
his impatient desire.

There is, though, perhaps an 
alternative explanation for all these 
things. As I explained in Covenant 
and Conversation Kedoshim, it 
was the Priests who taught the 
people the specific ethic of holiness. 
The Prophets taught them the ethic 
of social justice. The Sages (as in the 
book of Proverbs) taught them the 
ethic of character.

The key text of the holiness 
ethic is Leviticus 19: “Be holy, for 
I, the Lord your God, am holy.” 
It is this chapter that teaches the 
two great commands of interper-
sonal love — of the neighbor and 
the stranger. The ethic of holiness, 
taught by the Priests, is the ethic 
of love. This surely is the basis 
of Hillel’s statement, “Be like the 
disciples of Aaron, loving peace, 
pursuing peace, loving people, and 
bringing them close to Torah.”

That ethic belongs to the 
specific vision of the Priest, set out 
in Genesis 1, which sees the world 
as God’s work and the human 
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The Blessing of Love

Palestinian Leaders  
Continue to Hold Their 
People Hostage Despite 
Global Pandemic

whereas a selfish society is not, 
and cannot, be blessed by God. No 
selfish society has survived for long.

Hence our answers to the 
questions: why the Kohanim? 
Because their ethic emphasized 
love — of neighbor and stranger 
— and we need love before we can 
bless. Love is mentioned in the 
blessing over the commandment, 
because love is how blessings enter 
the world. And why have human 
beings bestow the blessing, instead 
of God doing so Himself? Because 
the Kohanim were to be role models 
of what it is for humans to care for 
the welfare of others. I believe that 
Birkat Kohanim contains a vital 
message for us today: A society 
whose members seek one another’s 
welfare is holy and blessed.

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 
is the former chief rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of 
the Commonwealth. The author of 
over 30 books, he can be followed 
on social media @RabbiSacks or at 
www.RabbiSacks.org.
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Tony Award-winning Jewish actor and singer Ben 
Platt talked in a recent interview about his experience 
performing at New York City’s iconic Radio City Music 
Hall and how it turned out to be one of the best days of 
his life.

The “Dear Evan Hansen” and “Politician” star 
performed songs from his debut solo recording, “Sing 
to Me Instead,” at the venue on Sept. 29, 2019. The 
concert was filmed and premiered as a Netflix special 
on Wednesday.

In the audience at his show were a number of Platt’s 
friends, including former “Pitch Perfect” co-stars Anna 
Kendrick and Brittany Snow, and “Dear Evan Hansen” 
actors Michael Park and Andrew Barth Feldman.

Platt told Broadway.com about that night, “It was 
a beautiful crossroads of my life — like the best bar 
mitzvah ever. Everybody from my life, all in the same 
room together, felt like the end of leg one of the journey. 
I really tried to do my best to prepare in every way so 

that I could be present when the moment actually came, 
and I think it paid off.”

During the concert, Platt sang, danced and told 
personal stories about dealing with anxiety and coming 
out as gay. When the night came to an end and he left 
the stage, he was told to wait a “certain amount of time” 
before going back out for the planned encore. But, Platt 
explained, “the audience’s energy was just so special and 
loud that everything else just went out of my mind. I just 
ran back on stage without telling anyone I was going 
back out. The way that that moment is filmed is a tiny bit 
janky, but it’s so worth it to me. I just needed to get back 
out there. I’ll always remember that.”

Platt, who turned 26 just three days prior to the 
concert, also turned the after-party into a birthday 
celebration.

He recalled, “As soon as the concert was over, I 
had a party with all my family and friends. I curated my 
favorite playlist, and we just danced and drank. It was 
one of the best days of my life.”

medical teams training Palestinian doctors in the West 
Bank, as well as training Gazan doctors at a military base 
near the Erez crossing. Rather than taking this opportu-
nity of increased Israeli-Palestinian cooperation during 
the pandemic as a foundation to build upon toward 
peace, the Palestinian leadership undermines it.

Yet for all of their protests against “normalization” 
with Israel, Hamas accepts Israeli aid, receives training 
from Israeli doctors, and sends its leaderships’ family 
members to Israel for medical assistance — while 
blocking ordinary Gazans from doing so. Last Thursday 
— in another protest against Arab normalization with 
Israel — the PA refused 16 tons of humanitarian aid 

intended for Palestinians because it arrived on the first 
direct commercial flight from the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to Israel. Palestinian civilians have become 
pawns of their corrupt leadership.

Human Rights Watch has said, “The systemic 
practice of torture by Palestinian authorities may 
amount to a crime against humanity prosecutable at 
the International Criminal Court (ICC).”  The Palestinian 
leadership’s duplicity has already been exposed; all that 
is left is for the international community to finally hold 
Hamas and the PA to account.

Natalie Hilder is an editor-at-large for the J’accuse 
Coalition for Justice and has written for publications 
like The Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, 
The Jerusalem Post, The Times of Israel, and more.

Ben Platt Says Performing Live 
From Radio City Music Hall Was 
Like ‘Best Bar Mitzvah’

Ben Platt in a screenshot from his Netflix special ‘Ben Platt Live from Radio City Music Hall.’ Photo: Screenshot.

A six-year-old Israeli boy recently discovered 
an extremely-rare Canaanite clay tablet made 
approximately 3,500 years ago, the Israel Antiquities 
Authority (IAA) announced on Monday.

The tablet was found by Imri Elya of Kibbutz 
Nirim, who was touring the Tel Jemmeh archaeo-
logical site near Kibbutz Re’im in Israel’s south. He 
and his parents handed it over to the IAA, whose 
researchers determined that it was an almost unique 
find that had never yet been uncovered in Israel.

The 2.80 x 2.80 cm clay artifact was determined 
to date from the Late Bronze Age (12th-15th centu-
ries BCE), an era when Canaanite city-states ruled the 

land of Israel under Egyptian domination. It depicts 
a scene of a man leading a prisoner, whose hands 
are tied behind his back. The artist’s fingerprints still 
appear on the reverse side of the tablet.

Archaeologists Saar Ganor, Itamar Weissbein 
and Oren Shmueli of the IAA said in a press release, 
“The artist who created this tablet appeared to have 
been influenced by similar representations known 
in Ancient Near East art. The manner in which the 
captive is bound has been seen previously in reliefs 
and artifacts found in Egypt and northern Sinai.”

They believe the scene is meant to be symbolic of 
struggles between the ancient Canaanite city-state of 
Yurza and surrounding communities.

“The scene depicted on the tablet is taken from 
descriptions of victory parades,” the archaeologists 
noted, “hence the tablet should be identified as a story 
depicting the ruler’s power over his enemies. This 
opens a visual window to understanding the struggle 
for dominance in the south of the country during the 
Canaanite period.”

The IAA gave Imri a certificate of good citizenship 
for turning over the tablet, with archaeologist Pablo 
Betzer commenting, “Antiquities are our cultural 
heritage, and each find adds to the entire puzzle of the 
story of the Land. … The delivery of the tablet to the 
Antiquities Authority indicates … good citizenship on 
the part of Imri and his parents. Well done!”

Six-Year-Old  
Israeli Boy  
Discovers 
3,500-Year-Old  
Canaanite Clay 
Tablet

BY SHIRYN GHERMEZIAN

BY BENJAMIN KERSTEIN
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A 3,500-year-old Canaanite clay tablet discovered by 
a six-year-old Israeli boy. Photo: Israel Antiquities Authority.
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