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The White House will not 
back annexation of parts of the 
West Bank without a consensus 
in the Israeli government, particu-
larly between Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense 
Minister Benny Gantz, and Foreign 
Minister Gabi Ashkenazi.

According to a report 

published Tuesday by Israel’s 
Channel 13, US Ambassador to 
Israel David Friedman attended 
a meeting with the three men on 
Sunday in order to urge them to 
reach an understanding on the 
issue, that would then be brought 
to the Trump administration for 
approval.

At the moment, no such 
consensus exists, with Netan-
yahu — head of the right-wing 
Likud party — pushing to annex 

the maximum amount of territory 
possible, and Gantz and Ashke-
nazi — No. 1 and No. 2 in the 
centrist Blue and White party — 
seeking the opposite.

Gantz has said publicly that, 
while he approved annexing some 
parts of the West Bank, especially 
the strategic Jordan Valley, he 
wanted it done only in coordina-
tion with Israel’s Arab neighbors 
and the US. The former is extremely 
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Germany Might 
Serve as ‘Buffer’ 
to Punitive EU 
Measures

In the event of a partial annexation of the West Bank, 
Israel believes that Germany would serve a diplomatic 
“buffer,” moderating possible punitive measures from the 
European Union.

The Israeli news site N12 reported on Monday that 
while some EU countries might want to take a hard line 
against Israel if it went ahead with annexation, such 
imposing sanctions or recognizing a Palestinian state, 
Germany would likely not back such steps.

Moreover, the date set by Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu to begin discussions on annexation — July 1 
— is also the day Germany will receive the EU presidency, 
putting it in a good position to oppose extreme measures 
against Israel.

One reason for the German foreign minister’s planned 
visit to Israel this week is believed to be in order to get a 
sense of “the lay of the land” on the annexation issue.

Although Germany may decide to be a “shock absorber” 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu arrive for a news conference in 

Berlin, Germany, June 4, 2018. Photo: Reuters / Axel Schmidt.
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Anti-Israel groups are pouncing on 
a controversy over an opinion piece by a 
Republican senator in the New York Times, 
scapegoating two openly Zionist editors there.

The article by Senator Tom Cotton, 
headlined “Send in the Troops,” called for the 
deployment of the US military to quell what the 
article called an “orgy of violence,” and “rioters 
and looters” in American cities following the 
death in police custody of George Floyd. It was 
published June 3 and immediately promoted 
protest within the Times. A news article in 
the Times reported that “more than 800 staff 
members signed a letter protesting its publi-
cation.” The same news article reported that 
“the Op-Ed was edited by Adam Rubenstein, 
according to staff members in the editorial 
department.” (The news article originally used 
the verb “handled,” but the verb was stealth-
edited post-publication to “edited.”) More 
than two dozen New York Times employees 
called in sick to protest the article. Anti-Israel 
groups are seizing on the flap to target the few 
openly Zionist editors at the Times, including 
Rubenstein and Bari Weiss.

“The New York Times opinion desk has a 

neoconservative problem,” was the headline 
over an article published by the Quincy Insti-
tute for Responsible Statecraft. “The Cotton 
article —brimming with bloodlust for black 
people and their allies, and riddled with 
factual inaccuracies — was edited by Adam 
Rubenstein, a young editor who joined the 
Times’ opinion section last year,” the Quincy 
Institute article said, using the classical antise-
mitic trope of depicting Jews as bloodthirsty. 
“Before joining the news industry, Rubenstein 
participated in discussions on the Iraq War 
and Jewish thought and politics at the Hertog 
Foundation — the foundation of neoconser-
vative funder Roger Hertog — and the Tikvah 
Fund, which has seeded an array of right-wing 
publications devoted to defending Israel and 
neoconservative thought.”

The Quincy Institute article ties Ruben-
stein in with Bari Weiss and with columnist 
Bret Stephens, reporting that Weiss “has gone 
after critics of Israeli government policies” 
and that Stephens “has used his platform to 
continue to call for military action against Iran 
and extol the virtues of ‘Jewish genius.’”

The Electronic Intifada, an anti-Israel 
website, covered the flap with an article 
headlined “NY Times editor who ran Tom 
Cotton op-ed is anti-Palestinian activist.” The 
article reports: “Four years ago as a student at 
Kenyon College in Ohio, Rubenstein attacked 
Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) and 
guest speaker Remi Kanazi.” The Electronic 

Intifada also moved on to attack Weiss, too: 
“Now this anti-Palestinian bigot and crusader 
against academic freedom and freedom 
of thought is preening as a defender of free 
speech – but primarily for far-right-wing 
speakers, including a senator who wants to 
unleash the might of the US army on people 
protesting racialized police brutality.”

“Name the problem: Zionist repression,” 
a former professor quoted in the Electronic 
Intifada article, Steven Salaita, said in response 
to Tweets criticizing Weiss, who had weighed 
in with a Twitter thread about the oped.

A visiting professor at the University of 
Miami, Rula Jebreal, also tried to connect the 
Cotton op-ed to Israel or Zionism. “Bari weiss 
who consistently defends Israel’s racism/ 
apartheid, led hate campaigns to chill Arab 
academics, denigrates her Black colleagues, 
horrified at publishing a fascist op-ed during 
uprising over racist police violence, as ‘mostly 
young wokes.’ Some ally,” Jebreal wrote.

The effort to blame Weiss or Rubenstein 
for the situation generated some pushback. 
“‘Blame Weiss and Rubenstein’ is the NYT’s 
new motto, and unlike its previous one, 
accurately describes what the paper aims to do 
every day of the week and twice on Shabbos,” 
quipped Seth Mandel, executive editor of the 
Washington Examiner magazine.

Another Washington Examiner editor, 
Grant Addison, said of the Quincy Institute for 
Responsible Statecraft article, “this isn’t even 

dog-whistling, just straight up anti-semitic 
finger pointing.”

The executive director of the Repub-
lican Jewish Coalition, Matt Brooks, tweeted 
that Rubenstein “is an incredibly smart and 
talented young man. This scapegoating of him 
is shameful and wrong!!”

Saturday night, a more senior Times 
opinion-page editor accepted responsibility 
for the Cotton op-ed. “I oversaw the accep-
tance and review of the Cotton Op-Ed. None 
of this is on @rubensteinadam. The fault here 
should be directed at the @nytopinion leader-
ship team and not at an intrepid and highly 
competent junior staffer,” said a tweet from 
Jim Dao.

Ira Stoll was managing editor of The 
Forward and North American editor of The 
Jerusalem Post.

Republican Senator Tom Cotton of Arkansas. 
Photo: Screenshot.

View of Ma’aleh Adumim in Judea and Sa-
maria on Jan. 1, 2017. Photo: Yaniv Nadav/Flash90. Continued on Page A7

Words matter. They drive narratives. They 
influence policy. And they shape people’s 
perceptions.

The current debate over whether Israel’s 
proposed actions in Judea and Samaria (the 
West Bank) — in accordance with President 
Donald Trump’s “peace to prosperity” plan — 
amount to “annexation” or the “application of 
sovereignty” is a prime example.

Much of the international community, 
NGO world, and foreign press, even some in 
the Jewish community, have been referring to 
this as “annexation.”

That’s partly a function of naiveté and a 
lack of understanding about what the term 
“annexation” actually connotes. But there 
are those who know the distinction — and 
its implications — very well, and are using it 
to create a dangerous perception: that Israel 
has no entitlement to Judea and Samaria, and 
therefore would be committing some illegal 
act under international law.

In essence, annexation means one state 
imposing legal authority over the territory of 
another state acquired by force or aggression, 
normally during war.

The Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court defines “annexation by the 
use of force of the territory of another State of 
part thereof” as “constituting the grave Crime 
of Aggression.”

Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 

Turkey’s invasion of Cyprus are prime 
examples of such cases.

UN Security Council Resolution 242 
— which, since 1967, when Israel regained 
control of Judea and Samaria in the Six-Day 
War, has been a bedrock of negotiations 
between Israelis and Palestinians — makes 
explicitly clear the “inadmissibility of the 
acquisition of territory by war.”

The UN Charter also prohibits the annex-
ation of another state’s territory by force.

Those who use the above rulings to 
argue against Israel’s plan to “annex” parts of 
Judea and Samaria omit three crucial points, 
however.

First, all the rulings apply to territory 
acquired by force or in an offensive war. The 
Six-Day War, in which Israel was compelled 
to defend itself from neighboring Arab armies 
seeking the Jewish state’s destruction, was 
defensive.

Second, in 1967 there was no “state of 
Palestine,” nor does such an entity exist today 
under international law. Therefore, Israel is 
not, and cannot, be annexing the territory of 
“another state.”

Third, and perhaps most important, all of 
the above negates the Jewish people’s inextri-
cable connection to Judea and Samaria, which 
is rooted both in historical rights and undeni-
able legal ones.

One hundred years ago in April, after 
World War I, the allied powers gathered in San 
Remo, Italy and adopted an unprecedented 
resolution, for the first time ever entrenching 
the Jewish people’s preexisting historical 
rights to the land as unequivocal legal rights 
under international law.

The San Remo Resolution, which 
followed the 1917 Balfour Declaration that 
called for the establishment in Palestine of a 
national home for the Jewish people, formed 
the basis in 1922 of the adoption of the 
Mandate for Palestine.

The Mandate for Palestine, adopted by 
the League of Nations, the precursor to the 
United Nations, recognized the “historical 
connection of the Jewish people with Pales-
tine” and the “grounds for reconstituting their 
national home in that country.”

Even Article 80 of the UN Charter 
enshrined the guiding principles of the San 
Remo Resolution — notwithstanding the 
dissolution of the Mandate — by holding that 
“nothing in this chapter shall be construed in 
or of itself to alter in any manner the rights 
whatsoever of any states or any peoples or the 
terms of existing international instruments to 
which Members of the United Nations may 
respectively be parties.”

Therefore, even after the adoption in 
1947 of the UN Partition Plan, and since then 
with all subsequent UN resolutions, the legal 

Annexation vs. Sovereignty: Words Matter
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unlikely to take place.
Also on Tuesday, Palestinian Authority 

(PA) Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh 
warned that if annexation took place, the PA 
would react by unilaterally declaring a state 
based on the 1967 borders.

“We will move from the PA’s temporary 
stage to establishing a reality on the ground 
through the establishment of a state,” he said, 
according to Israeli news site Walla.

“There will be a constitutional decla-
ration, a constituent assembly will be 
established, and there will be a Palestinian 
state,” Shtayyeh pledged.
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The Palestinian Authority is inciting 
the Palestinian population so that it will be 
prepared to use violence and terror against 
Israel should the leadership want it, according 
to a new report by watchdog group Pales-
tinian Media Watch.

According to the NGO, an endless stream 
of music videos and fillers calling for murder 
and violence, and including footage of Pales-
tinian violence and riots, are being broadcast 
on PA television.

Among the videos broadcast on PA TV 
during the past two weeks is a song calling 
for to “restore the glory of Khaibar,” a refer-
ence to the last Jewish village defeated by 
Muhammad’s army in 628 and an implicit call 
to murder. Many Jews were killed in the battle, 
which marked the end of Jewish presence in 
Arabia. There are Muslims who see this event 
as a precursor to future wars against Jews.

At extremist gatherings and rallies, this 
slogan is often chanted as a threat to Jews, 
warning them that they should expect their 
coming defeat and slaughter by Muslims. 
The song justifies its call for murder with the 
claim that the Jews—“the Sons of Zion”—are 
“violating my honor.”Another music video 
includes footage of two real stabbing attacks 
while the singer sings the words: “Defend the 
honor and the religion, with the help of men 
who are not traitors—they do not fear death.” 
Again the aspect of “honor” was stressed.

An Israel Police spokesperson appeared 
to push back on Tuesday against efforts by 
some activists in far-left circles to blame the 
Jewish state for police brutality in the US.

Charges that certain tactics — including 
the knee-to-neck restraint move that led to 
George Floyd’s death in Minneapolis two 
weeks ago — were taught to American law 
enforcement personnel by Israeli counter-
parts have been circulating online recently.

On Tuesday, Israeli Police foreign media 
spokesperson Micky Rosenfeld tweeted, 
“There is no procedure that allows an officer 
of the #israel police dept to carry out an arrest 
by placing a knee on the neck of a suspect.”

“None of police Counter terrorism 
training that #Israel national police provide 
to foreign law enforcement officers involves 

such a measure,” he added.
Shortly after Floyd’s death, the 

Democratic Socialists of America’s BDS 
national working group tweeted, “The police 
violence happening tonight in Minneapolis is 
straight out of the IDF playbook,” adding, “US 
cops train in Israel.”

A pro-BDS petition to the University of 
California made similar claims.

“We know the Minneapolis police were 
also trained by Israeli counter-terrorism 
officers,” it said. “The knee-to-neck choke-hold 
that Chauvin used to murder George Floyd 
has been used and perfected to torture Pales-
tinians by Israeli occupation forces through 
72 years of ethnic cleansing and disposses-
sion. Police departments view Israeli Defense 
Force tactics as models for responding to 
‘public health and safety crises.’”

In response to an inquiry from The 
Algemeiner regarding Israeli training for the 
Minneapolis police force, a spokesperson 
from the Consulate General of Israel to the 
Midwest said, “Any attempt to create any link 
between what took place in Minnesota with 
Israel is baseless and misguided.”

Iran’s national maritime carrier and 
its China-based subsidiary came under US 
sanctions on Monday, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo announced.

“Today, sanctions against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) and 
its Shanghai-based subsidiary, E-Sail Shipping 
Company Ltd (E-Sail) have come into effect,” 
Pompeo said in a statement.

The measures are part of the US effort 
to sanction Iranian entities involved in the 
production and distribution of weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD), Pompeo explained.

“IRISL has repeatedly transported items 
related to Iran’s ballistic missile and military 
programs and is also a longstanding carrier of 
other proliferation-sensitive items, including 
Nuclear Suppliers-Group controlled items,” 
the secretary of state noted.He added: “Despite 
Iran’s claims that it will never develop nuclear 
weapons and associated delivery systems, the 
Iranian regime has continued to pursue and 

procure proliferation-sensitive items in viola-
tion of UN Security Council Resolution 2231.”

IRISL’s illicit activities were mentioned in 
two separate UN Security Council resolutions 
in 2008 and 2010, both of which urged member 
states to closely inspect the state-owned 
company’s ships. The company was also black-
listed by the European Union in 2008.

Under the terms of the 2015 nuclear deal 
agreed between Iran, the US and five other 
powers, punitive measures by the UN and the 
EU against IRISL were lifted.

Monday’s renewed designations “serve 
as a clear warning that anyone doing business 
with or otherwise supporting IRISL or E-Sail 
are exposed to potential sanctions and risk 
contributing to Iran’s proliferation-sensitive 
programs, including its nuclear and missile 
programs,” Pompeo declared. “We urge 
government authorities worldwide to inves-
tigate all IRISL and E-Sail activity in your 
ports and territorial seas and take appropriate 
action to put a halt to it.”

PA Inciting Violence 
Against Jews to ‘Restore 
Honor,’ Watchdog Says

Israel Pushes Back Against 
Far-Left Efforts to Blame 
It for US Police Brutality

Shin Bet COVID-19  
Surveillance Program 
Frozen, For Now

US Announces Return 
of Sanctions on Iran  
Regime’s National  
Maritime Carrier

Containers belonging to IRISL — Iran’s national maritime carrier sanctioned by the US — are seen 
at the port of Valetta on the Mediterranean island of Malta. Photo: Reuters / Darrin Zammit Lupi. 

BY JNS.ORG

This still image was taken from an official PA TV 
live broadcast on June 1, 2020. Photo: PMW.

BY BEN COHEN

for Israel in the event of annexation, it is also 
reportedly deeply concerned about the effect 

of annexation on the stability of neighboring 
Jordan, where a majority of the population is 
of Palestinian descent.

The Ministerial Committee on Legisla-
tion in Israel’s Knesset approved a bill on 
Tuesday granting the Israel Security Agency 
(Shin Bet) authority to restart surveillance of 
known COVID-19 carriers at some point in 
the future if the government concludes it is 
necessary.

At the moment however, the govern-
ment does not intend to present the bill to the 
Knesset. Instead, it will retain it for possible 
future use in the event of a second corona-
virus wave and the possibility that it would 
become necessary for the Shin Bet to once 
again track carriers.

The bill was set in motion after the High 
Court of Justice said that it would not allow 
continued surveillance of citizens without 

proper legislation.
During a meeting on Monday of the 

ministerial committee in charge of Israel’s 
COVID-19 response, Shin Bet chief Nadav 
Argaman said that the security organiza-
tion does not feel comfortable using such 
methods, which it usually uses to track terror-
ists, to monitor civilians. However, he also 
noted that in the event of a second outbreak, 
the law could be passed quickly, and the 
security agency would be fully prepared to 
act accordingly.

Critics of the now-frozen legislation 
say that the benefits of tracking coronavirus 
carriers do not trump the privacy rights of 
civilians and therefore should not be imple-
mented at all.

BY JNS.org
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Iran Says It Will Execute Man 
Convicted of Spying on  
Soleimani for CIA
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An Iranian who spied for US and Israeli 
intelligence on slain Revolutionary Guards 
commander Qassem Soleimani has been 
sentenced to death, Iran said on Tuesday, 
adding the case was not linked to Soleimani’s 
killing earlier this year.

On Jan. 3, a US drone strike in Iraq killed 
Soleimani, leader of the Revolutionary Guards’ 
Quds Force. Washington blamed Soleimani 
for masterminding attacks by Iran-aligned 
militias on US forces in the region.

“Mahmoud Mousavi-Majd, one of the 
spies for the CIA and the Mossad, has been 
sentenced to death … He had shared infor-
mation about the whereabouts of martyr 
Soleimani with our enemies,” judiciary 
spokesman Gholamhossein Esmaili said in a 
televised news conference.

“He passed on security information to 
the Israeli and American intelligence agencies 
about Iran’s armed forces, particularly the 
Guards,” Esmaili said.

Esmaili said Mousavi-Majd’s death 
sentence has been upheld by a supreme court 
and “he will be executed soon.”

Later, the judiciary said in a statement 
that Mousavi-Majd’s conviction was not linked 
to “the terrorist act of the US government” in 
Soleimani’s killing in Iraq.

“All the legal proceedings in the case of 
this spy … had been carried out long before 

the martyrdom of Soleimani,” the statement 
said, adding that Mousavi-Majd had been 
arrested in October 2018.

Officials have not said whether Mousavi-
Majd’s case is linked to Iran’s announcement 
in the summer of 2019 that it had captured 17 
spies working for the CIA, some of whom it 
said were sentenced to death.

Nor have they said whether Mousavi-
Majd’s case is linked to Iran’s announcement 
in February of this year that Iran had sentence 
to death a man for spying for the CIA and 
attempting to pass on information about 
Tehran’s nuclear program.

Soleimani’s killing led to a peak in 
confrontation between Iran and the United 
States. Iran retaliated with a rocket attack 
on an Iraqi air base where US forces were 
stationed. Hours later, Iranian forces on 
high alert mistakenly shot down a Ukrainian 
passenger airliner taking off from Tehran.

A former UK Labour party member expelled 
for antisemitism retweeted a conspiracy theory 
article on Tuesday minimizing the significance 
of the Holocaust and claiming people cared 
about the genocide of the Jews only because the 
victims were “white.”

Jackie Walker — a staunch ally of ousted 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, who has long 
been accused of antisemitism — tweeted on 
Tuesday, “Why is the Nazi holocaust more 
important? We all know the answer!! Because 
it’s white lives that matter duh!”

Her comment appeared in a retweet 
of an article by another Labour member 
expelled for antisemitism, Tony Greenstein, 
which claimed Western nations have concen-
trated on the Holocaust rather than the early 
20th-century genocide in the Belgian Congo 
because it serves the interests of imperialism 
and capitalism.

“How is it that the Jewish Holocaust 
(because there are few books on the other 
victims — the Disabled, Gypsies, Russian 
POWs, Political Prisoners, Jehova Witnesses) 
has received such attention yet the genocide 
of Black Africans has not?” Greenstein asked.

“In these days of Black Lives Matter there 

is one, obvious, answer. White lives matter 
more,” he asserted.

Greenstein then minimized the suffering 
of Holocaust victims, writing, “Of course the 
industrial extermination of the Jews of Europe 
was, by any stretch of the imagination, horrific.  
But was death by gas or shooting worse than 
castration, chopping off of limbs, burning and 
skinning alive?”

“It took minutes to expire from bullets 
or cyanide gas,” he asserted, “whereas the 
tortures of the Belgian colonial sadists are 
unimaginable.”

Greenstein also referred to Israel’s prose-
cution of Holocaust architect Adolf Eichmann 
as a “show trial.”

Labour MP Charlotte Nichols responded, 
“Absolutely despicable from Jackie Walker, in 
her unbelievable commitment to plumbing 
new depths with everything she tweets.”

“If you’re still defending her at this point, 
if you’d still share a platform with her, give 
your head a massive wobble,” she added.The 
group Socialists Against Antisemitism also 
weighed in, accusing Walker of constructing 
“a hierarchy of racism,” and adding, “We stand 
with the Black Lives Matter movement and 
are appalled by this nasty antisemitism from 
Jackie Walker.”

Activist Claims People Only  
Care About Holocaust Because 
Victims Were White

Jewish Cemetery in New Orleans 
Vandalized With Nazi Graffiti

Evidence Emerges of ‘Second 
Japanese Schindler’ Who  
Rescued Jews From Nazi  
Persecution

Women gather at the site where Al Quds Force 
commander Qassem Soleimani and Iraqi militia 

commander Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis were 
killed in a US airstrike,  Feb. 13, 2020. Photo: Reu-

ters / Wissam al-Okaili / File.

The New Orleans Police Department said 
on Tuesday that patrols would be boosted 
around synagogues and other Jewish institu-
tions after a local cemetery was vandalized 
with swastikas and a crossed-out Star of David.

The offending symbols were sprayed over 
Sewerage and Water Board markings at the 
city’s Gates of Prayer cemetery. A crew from 
the New Orleans Department of Public Works 
cleaned up the graffiti on Monday afternoon.

Rabbi David Gerber of the Gates of 
Prayer Synagogue told local media outlets 
that there was no indication of a wider threat 
to the community, despite the upset caused 
by the vandalism.

“The Nazi imagery is painful, it brings 
up memories, it brings a sense of fear among 
our people,” Gerber said in an interview with 
the WDSU news channel. “We don’t believe 

this was indicative of any sort of threat or 
movement.”

Mel Grodsky, whose parents are buried 
at the cemetery, expressed disgust at the act.

“I have been to Europe and I have been to 
Auschwitz and these reminders that it doesn’t 
go away cannot be allowed to happen,” 
Grodsky told WWL-TV.

“You have Holocaust survivors and World 
War II veterans buried in this cemetery and 
for them to paint this on the street is a total 
disgrace,” Grodsky added.

A visa issued by former Japanese diplomat 
Saburo Nei, dated February 28, 1941, and found 

in April 2020. Photo: Courtesy of Akira Kitade.One of the Nazi swastikas painted at the Gates of 
Prayer Cemetery in New Orleans. Photo: Screenshot.
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Evidence has emerged of a second 
Japanese diplomat who provided visas to 
European Jews fleeing Nazi persecution, 
raising the prospect that further undiscovered 
heroes are waiting to be recognized.

Saburo Nei — who served as Imperial 
Japan’s consul-general in the far eastern 
Russian city of Vladivostok during World War 
II — issued transit visas for Jews escaping 
persecution from Nazi Germany to pass 
through Japan.

Nei is now being compared to the 
diplomat dubbed the “Japanese Schindler” 
— Chiune Sugihara, who provided hundreds 
of visas to Jews in Lithuania, where he was 
stationed.

Akira Kitade — a Tokyo-based journalist 
who has extensively researched Japanese 
efforts to help Jews during the Nazi era — 
told The Mainichi daily newspaper that it 
was important for “people to know that there 
were Japanese diplomats other than Mr. 
Sugihara who saved Jewish people.”Records 
found in Moscow indicate that Nei, who was 
stationed in Vladivostok in 1941, issued travel 
documents to Jews who had escaped from 
eastern Europe by taking the Trans-Siberian 

Railway to the Pacific port city, from where 
they attempted to reach a third country. It was 
believed, however, that none of the visas had 
survived.

“A friend who is a Holocaust researcher 
in Philadelphia contacted me to say that 
someone had found a document and they 
were not sure what it was because it was 
written in Japanese,” Kitade said. “As soon as 
I saw the name, I realized that this was a visa 
issued by Nei in Vladivostok — and I knew 
that it was a very important discovery.”

After the war, Nei reportedly never talked 
about having issued the visas, or about the 
diplomatic climate at the time. He passed 
away in 1992.
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Jackie Walker. Photo: YouTube screenshot.
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Despite Pandemic, Pro-Israel 
Political Groups See Success 
in Campaigning Ahead of 
November Elections

agent Valerie Plame, who in 2017 shared an 
antisemitic article and ended up losing on 
June 2 to attorney Teresa Leger Fernandez in 
the Democratic primary in New Mexico’s 3rd 
Congressional District.

Along with supporting Biden, endorsed 
by DMFI in March, DMFI PAC has been 
focused solely on primary races, some of 
which were pushed off due to the global 
pandemic.

Races include the June 23 race between 
Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY), chairman of the 
powerful House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
and progressive Jamaal Bowman in New 
York’s 16th Congressional District. Bowman, 
who has been endorsed by Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY), and the group Justice 
Democrats have been critical of Israel, such as 
calling for conditioning US assistance to there; 
Engel is known as a steadfast supporter of the 

Jewish state.
‘Conducting business digital has been 

beneficial’
On the other side of the aisle, the Repub-

lican Jewish Coalition has been campaigning 
to re-elect Trump and other Republicans, in 

As restrictions related to the coronavirus are being incrementally lifted nationwide, Jewish 
and pro-Israel political groups ahead of the November presidential elections have continued to 
conduct their business online since March, when closures first started.

While groups such as the Jewish Democratic Council of America (JDCA), Democratic 
Majority for Israel (DMFI) and the Republican Jewish Coalition (RJC) have been hosting virtual 
events, like any other organization, the relatively new reality is causing them to shift strategy in 
terms of organizing and campaigning.

Even before the pandemic, JDCA has “always been 
focused on digital advertising and organizing,” and has been 
“only increasing these efforts with the support of our donors 
to organize across the country to elect Joe Biden as the next 
president, usher in a Democratic-led Senate and maintain 
Democratic control of the House,” JDCA Executive Director 
Halie Soifer told JNS.

JDCA has hosted an online event with surrogates of 
the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee, former 
US Vice President Joe Biden, in addition to webinars with 
other prominent Democrats, including US House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Sens. Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.), Cory 
Booker (D-NJ) and Ben Cardin (D-Md.).

JDCA has endorsed Biden, in addition to 50 or so candi-
dates for the US House of Representatives and the US Senate.

The organization also “hosted the largest national virtual 
phone bank for Jewish voters this election cycle, and has also 
launched chapters in swing states, including Wisconsin and 
Ohio, and is launching others before the end of June,” said Soifer.

JDCA has released several ads in support of Biden, 
contrasting him and his record with US President Donald 
Trump, and focusing on “the increased danger under Trump 
posed by the rise of white nationalism and antisemitism,” 
said Soifer.

DMFI has held informational virtual events, including 
with Biden foreign-policy adviser and former US Deputy 
Secretary of State Tony Blinken, and former Biden chief of 
staff and White House Ebola head Ron Klain.

The organization has also pushed for Democrats to 
adopt a softer tone on Israel, possibly applying sovereignty 
to parts of the West Bank, including playing an “active role” 
in watering-down a letter by Democratic senators warning 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense 
Minister Benny Gantz about annexation.

This effort by DMFI included sending a memo to all 
the Democratic Senate offices and having meetings with 
some of them.

“In a non-COVID world, you could go out and meet with 
people in person,” said Mellman. Here, you do it on the phone 
and email, and so on. So it’s different, but the work goes on.”

He added that “we switched from phone calls to Zoom,” 
the video-conferencing application many people and 
businesses have been using amid the pandemic.

“We were doing phone calls before to bring people 
together from around the country who may not be able to 
be in the same place at the same time,” he said. “So instead of 
doing those calls, we switched to virtual events, but that have 
video with them like Zoom.”

Mellman said conducting events in this manner has 
allowed for a more interactive experience.

DMFI’s political action committee, DMFI PAC, has 
been involved in a number of Democratic primary races. 
For example, it did a six-figure buy against former CIA 

A sign directs voters to an early polling  
station for the March 3 Super Tuesday  

primary in Santa Ana, California, Feb. 24, 
2020.  Photo: Reuters / Mike Blake / File.
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Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Supreme 
Leader of Iran, recently took to Twitter and 
compared the creation of the State of Israel to 
the COVID-19 virus. He wrote: “Some argue 
that the Zionist regime is a reality that the 
region must come to terms with. Today the 
#Covid_19 is a reality; should it be accepted 
or fought?! The long-lasting virus of Zionism 
will be uprooted thanks to the determination 
and faith of the youth. #Covid1948.”

Although Mr. Khamenei is not a doctor, 
I would agree with his diagnosis, but not his 
prognosis. I agree with him that Israel may be 
a virus, but not the type he is referring to.In 
medicine, there are many types of bacteria 
and viruses — some of which are bad for 

us, like COVID-19, and some good for us. 
Bacteriophages (or “phages”), for instance, 
are viruses that infect and destroy specific 
bacteria. Mr. Khamenei can thank these thera-
peutic phages for treating his streptococcus 
and other bacterial pathogens.

To determine whether Israel is a harmful 
virus, as Mr. Khamenei suggests, let’s take a look 
at what Israel has contributed to the world, and 
compare Israel and Iran in a few key metrics 
of a healthy society to see which country is 
the harmful virus and which is the good virus 
helping the world become a better place.

To start, Israel has invented Azilect to treat 
Parkinson’s and Copaxone to treat multiple 
scleroses. I am sure that Mr. Khamenei would 
be delighted to know that his USB and the 
first VoIP were developed in Israel too. Not to 
mention drip irrigation, Waze, Wix, and many 
more medical devices and discoveries. I think 
it’s safe to say that Israel has been saving the 
lives of many people around the world thanks 

Some Sobering Medication for  
Khamenei’s Tweet on Israel

to some of these inventions.
When Khamenei became president of 

Iran, the country’s GDP per capita (current 
USD) was ranked 55th in the world. Under his 
presidency, Iran’s ranking dropped to 72nd 
place. How did Israel perform between those 
years? It was stagnant at 35th place.

In 1989, Khamenei became the Supreme 
Leader of his country. While Israel’s ranking 
has risen from 1989 to 2017 from 35th place 
to 25th, Iran continued dropping to 107th 
worldwide.

When looking at other metrics, such as 
the ranking of happiness and life expectancy, 
it seems that Israel has a healthy society — 
certainly healthier than Iran’s. Out of the 
153 countries that were examined, Israel is 
positioned in 14th place, Iran is listed as 118. 
Similarly, the UNDP ranked Israel’s life expec-
tancy at 19th place, ahead of Iran at 75th.

I would therefore suggest that Mr. 
Khamenei stop tweeting — his cell phone 

most likely has a chip, technology, or cyber-
security system that was developed in Israel 
— and start working on fixing his society. He 
can start by abandoning his nuclear program, 
defunding terrorist activities that destabilize 
the region, and adopting some human rights, 
an invention which happens to be rooted 
in ancient Persia by Cyrus the Great, but 
were clearly forgotten under Mr. Khamenei’s 
leadership.

Benjamin Weil is director of the Project 
for Israel’s National Security at the Endow-
ment for Middle East Truth (EMET), a 
pro-Israel and pro-American think tank 
and policy institute in Washington, DC. He 
formerly served as the international adviser 
to Yuval Steinitz, a member of Israel’s 
Security Cabinet.

Opinion.

Ever since the outbreak of the corona-
virus pandemic, many influential Palestinians 
have maliciously spread the lie that Israel is 
using the virus as a biological weapon and 
deliberately spreading it in Palestinian areas.

These slanders start at the top.
Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad 

Shtayyeh launched a campaign pushing 
this incitement, and almost immediately 
thereafter, other senior Palestinian officials, 
including government spokesman Ibrahim 
Milhem, the health minister, and city mayors 
all issued similar statements.

They claimed that Israel intentionally 
spread the virus through nearby infected 
Jewish residents and through infected Pales-
tinian workers returning from work in Israel.

Palestinian political cartoonists quickly 
spread the calumny with efforts like this:

A new trend in Palestinian political 
cartooning emerged with the stoning killing 
by a Palestinian of 21-year-old IDF soldier 
Amit Ben-Yigal last month. After the murder, 
a new campaign with the theme “If you don’t 
have a gun, kill an IDF soldier with a rock” 
was widely circulated on social networks. 
Many such cartoons appeared on Fatah’s 
official website and in the Palestinian press, 
including these:

In English, Palestinian leaders call stone-
throwers “peaceful protesters.” In Arabic, 
they admit that stones can kill, and encour-
age their people to use them for that 
purpose.

Inciting their people to hatred and violence 
is a major weapon for Palestinian organizations, 
including the Palestinian Authority and Hamas, 
in their fight against Israel.

The Palestinian public is force-fed this 
incitement from infancy. This hate is fed 
to them through the education system, the 
media, and the mosque. The goal of insti-
tutionalized incitement is to indoctrinate 
each new generation of Palestinians with an 
unquestioned idea — “Occupied Palestine” 

— and encourage them to carry out acts of 
violence against the “Zionist enemy.”

Incitement is also intended to prepare 
the people for future uprisings, when they will 
be expected to take to the streets and act with 
no holds barred. To encourage this behavior, 
the leadership indoctrinates the people into 
believing they are fighting for the noblest of 
causes. This strategy has proven very effective 
— so much so that even some Jewish organiza-
tions in Israel and elsewhere justify Palestinian 
violence against the “Israeli occupation.”

Senior Palestinian officials have used 
propaganda and incitement against Israel 
non-stop since the signing of the Oslo Accords 
in the 1990s. In contrast to the fluctuating 
intensity of the “armed struggle,” Palestinian 

incitement against Israel is continuous 
and adapts to current events. For example, 
the Palestinians used to routinely call IDF 
soldiers “Nazis” and the Israeli PM “Hitler.” 
Then, during the time of ISIS, they began 
calling Israeli soldiers “ISIS terrorists” and the 
Israeli premier “Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi” (the 
ISIS leader).

Generations of Palestinians have been 
brought up with this kind of brainwashing, 
and it makes peace with Israel impossible.

Dr. Edy Cohen is a researcher at the 
BESA Center and author of the book The 
Holocaust in the Eyes of Mahmoud Abbas 
(Hebrew).

A version of this article was originally 
published by the BESA Center.

Palestinians Ramp Up  
Incitement to Murder Jews

‘Get Your Knee Off Our 
Necks’: Jews and the New 
Civil-Rights Movement

Fighting racism doesn’t necessarily mean 
fighting antisemitism. Fighting racism can 
sometimes involve elements of antisemitism. 
And fighting antisemitism can sometimes 
lead to accusations of racism.

If you study the trajectory of racial 
politics in America in the last 50 years or so, 
it’s difficult to avoid those three conclusions, 
as depressing as they are.

Even so, my purpose in raising them here 
isn’t to discourage American Jews from partici-
pating in the new civil-rights movement that has 
coalesced in the wake of the sickening police 
murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis. Nor, 
with deep regret, am I raising them because I’ve 
come up with an ingenious proposal to resolve 
these contradictions once and for all. I am 
raising them only because we need to be clear-
eyed about the challenges that lie ahead.

“Get your knee off our necks,” the Rev. 
Al Sharpton exclaimed at Floyd’s funeral in 
Minneapolis on June 4, capturing the anger of 
black communities across the United States 
at the seemingly unending cycle of police 
brutality. It is a call to action that resonates 
powerfully with many Jews (myself included) 
on the emotional and moral levels.

The problem is the spoiling role that 
historical memory can play at charged 
moments such as these.

The Al Sharpton who sounded this 
clarion call in the presence of George Floyd’s 
grieving family is the same Al Sharpton who 
goaded antisemitic rioters in the Crown 
Heights section of Brooklyn, NY for three 
agonizing days during the summer of 1991.

“If the Jews want to get it on, tell them to 
pin their yarmulkes back and come over to my 
house,” he declared at a rally in Harlem before 
delivering a eulogy at the funeral of Gavin Cato 
— the seven-year-old African-American boy 
whose tragic death in a car accident sparked 
the rioting — where he invoked the most 
chilling antisemitic tropes. “All we want to say 

Continued on Page A7
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Iranian ayatollah Ali Khamenei delivers a live 
televised speech marking Quds Day (Jerusa-

lem Day), in Tehran, Iran, May 22, 2020. Photo: 
Official Khamenei Website / Handout via Reuters.
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For two despicable decades starting at 
the end of the 1960s, Italy was racked by the 
Anni di Piombo (Years of Lead). That era was 
a period of nonstop political violence between 
extreme right- and left-wing domestic factions. 
The death of a policeman in November 1969, 

followed by a bombing, sparked a dreadful 
spiral of violence that would shake Italy until 
the end of the 1980s.

Turkey’s darkest years came between 
1976 and 1980, when a campaign of political 
violence wrought by a multitude of far-left and 
far-right urban guerrilla groups killed over 
5,000 people. It only came to an end when the 
military took over the country in a coup d’etat 
and violence subsided.

While it lasted, the violence was extreme 
indeed. Professor Sabri Sayarı of Sabancı 

is what Jesus said: If you offend one of these 
little ones, you got to pay for it,” Sharpton told 
the mourners. “No compromise, no meetings, 
no coffee klatch, no skinnin’ and grinnin’.”

Sharpton has never offered genuine 
contrition for these grotesque remarks, 
perhaps because they reflect what he 
genuinely believes, and certainly because 
there was never any political cost attached to 
articulating them, Thirty years later, he’s still 
around, commanding the attention of a new 
generation of activists. In the struggle against 
racism in America, you can rest assured 
they will be told that Sharpton’s record of 
antisemitism is a subordinate concern — not 
to say an irritation — and those who raise it 
must be doing so to discredit the goals of the 
movement.

Sharpton is an apt example of the painful 
contradictions between fighting racism and 
fighting antisemitism that I outlined at the 
beginning. The sectarian politics he represents 
is the antithesis of that iconic image, much 
treasured by American Jews, of Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel marching alongside Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. in 1965 in Selma, Alabama. But 
in the present political climate, it is the Sharpton 
approach to black-Jewish relations that has a 
much greater chance of prevailing.

So, and this is the question confronting 
the many Jews dedicated to rooting out the 
cancer of racism from our police departments 
and from our public institutions more gener-
ally, what are you supposed to think when 
you encounter antisemitism as an element in 
this very same struggle? And what do you do?

As I confessed earlier, I don’t have clear 
answers, partly because I think we are still 
diagnosing the nature of the problem. In the last 
five years, a campaign waged by anti-Zionist 
groups has pushed the false narrative that 
American police officers learned the methods 
of brutality from Israeli military personnel who 
tested them first on Palestinians. (The evidence 
provided is laughably flimsy. One claim I 
came across — that Minneapolis police were 
“trained” in crowd control by IDF officers — 
rested entirely on a link to a news report about 
a one-day anti-terrorism conference that was 
hosted by the Israeli Consulate in Chicago, 
which some Minneapolis officers apparently 
attended. In 2012.)

Yet this readiness to embrace the demon-
ology of Zionism speaks to a deeper problem. 
Most of the antisemitism encountered in 
black communities in America doesn’t have 
anything to do with Israel or Zionism. Instead, 

it is an Americanized version of the Christian 
antisemitism that was adapted by European 
nationalists and socialists of various stripes 
over the last two centuries. Its core message 
is that capitalist democracy is a system 
designed by Jews to benefit Jews, who then 
cry out “antisemitism!” to pull the wool over 
the eyes of the masses. Sharpton’s eulogy to 
Gavin Cato quoted above reflects the journey 
of those sentiments across the Atlantic.

In both America and Europe, racism 
against blacks and other communities of color 
has invariably been a feature of right-wing 
politics. In contrast, antisemitism has been 
a presence on left and right alike, who share 
the same prejudices about Jews even if they 
draw slightly different conclusions from them. 
Despite the preponderance of Jews on the left, 
raising antisemitism as a specific concern in 
these milieus has historically been treated 
with suspicion, as an implicit threat to divide 
the progressive movement over Jewish tribal 
complaints. In the context of the civil-rights 
movement in the United States — a country 
where the historical role played by antisemi-
tism has been negligible when compared 
with racism — complaints of antisemitism are 
frequently presented as a sinister attempt to 
legitimize the “white privilege” of the Jewish 
community with the cloak of discrimination.

We are dealing with an old and stubborn 
formula here, capable of causing real mischief 
in situations like the one we face as a society 
now. American Jews are strong enough in 
their identities not to cast aside the injustices 
faced by African-Americans simply because 
antisemitism is a factor in the movement 
against racism in this country. By the same 
token, we have little choice in recognizing 
that antisemitism will continue to come at us 
from all sides — and that we should expect, 
especially when it comes from the left, to have 
to deal with it on our own.

Ben Cohen is a New York City-based 
journalist and author who writes a weekly 
column on Jewish and international affairs 
for JNS.

Despite Coronavirus,  
Antisemitism and  
Anti-Zionism Are Present 
on Campus

Turks Turn on Each Other 
— and the ‘Enemy Within’

A recent webinar hosted by Bard Univer-
sity Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) and 
Ohio State University SJP featured George 
Mason and Rutgers professor Noura Erakat, 
who spoke on Zionism and the State of Israel.

Throughout the webinar, Erakat made 
outlandish and blatantly false remarks, such 
as labeling Zionism a white supremacy 
movement. She argued that Zionism is 
predicated on the “removal, erasure, and 
destruction of the Palestinian people,” and 
said that Zionism was only meant for white 
Jews — claims that are ahistorical lies, and 
project unwarranted antagonism towards 
Jewish people and Israel.

Zionism was not just for the benefit of 
European Jews — who, incidentally, were not 
and have never been considered “white.” After 
the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, 
Iraqi, Libyan, Yemeni, and other groups of 
Jews from Arab and Muslim lands flocked to 
Israel. These Jews, numbering around 650,000, 
were expelled from their home countries due 
to antisemitism and hatred of Israel. These 
Mizrachi Jews were given Israeli citizenship 
upon arriving in Israel, and became a large 
part of Israeli society — over half the Israeli 
population. Later, the Israeli government 
authorized operations to save Yemeni Jews in 
Operation Magic Carpet and Ethiopian Jews 
in Operations Solomon and Moses.

Zionism is not a white supremacist 
movement; on the contrary, Zionism is a 
liberation movement for Jews who were tired 
of not being able to control their own fates — 
and being killed and persecuted by others.

For centuries, Jews have been forced to 
seek refuge in host countries who were all 
too happy to turn them out or kill them at a 
moment’s notice, even before the Holocaust — 
and also in Arab lands. Rather than be subject 
to the whims of often unstable and unfriendly 
non-Jewish overlords, Zionism aimed to allow 
Jews to control their own destiny.

While the pre-state Jewish society and 
governing body was majority Ashkenazi 
(Diasporic Jews from Eastern and Central 
Europe), Sephardic Jews (Diasporic Jews 
from Western Europe and the Mediterranean) 
comprised a significant portion of the Jewish 
population. The diversity in Jews already 
existing in the Yishuv and at the time of the 
establishment of the state only deepened with 
the addition of 650,000 Mizrachi Jews fleeing 
from Arab lands. They brought with them 
aspects of their host cultures, foods, traditions, 
and political perspectives. Professor Erakat’s 
false claims only further already existing 
Mizrachi erasure and contribute to the white-
washing of Jewish indigenous identity.

To say that Zionism aims for the erasure 
and destruction of the Palestinian people is 
simply false. It reflects a blatantly ahistorical 
reading of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
which in turn incites violence and hatred for 
all Jews, not just Israelis, all over the world.

From before the establishment of the 
State of Israel to now, Zionists and the Israeli 
government have shown that they are willing 
to give up land for peace and accept disadvan-
tageous peace plans and partitions in efforts 
to live peacefully with the Palestinians. It is 
abundantly clear that Zionists want peace 
and are willing to work and coexist with Arab 
neighbors, as Israel has signed peace agree-
ments with Egypt and Jordan, and regularly 
supports the Palestinian Authority and Gaza 
via monetary aid, infrastructure, and general 
economic assistance.

In return, the Palestinian leadership 
supports endless terror, violence, and an 
education curriculum that literally teaches 
their children to kill Jews.

Professor Erakat’s fundamental 
misunderstanding of the Jewish right to self-
determination and liberation can very easily 
spread to her students, which perpetuates 
ahistorical education and harmful biases. 
It can be difficult to stand up to refute lies 
coming from a place of authority, like a 
professor, but it’s necessary in order to make a 
change and move forward. More people must 
continue to speak out against her.

McKenna Bates is a CAMERA Fellow at 
George Mason University.

Opinion.

Continued from Page A2 
Words Matter

Continued from Page A6 
Civil-Rights

rights granted to the Jewish state at San Remo 
have been retained.

One may ask, then, how you can annex 
territory to which you are legally entitled 
and that has already been assigned to you? 
Indeed, it is factually incorrect to assert that 
Israel intends to “annex” parts of Judea and 
Samaria — territory to which it has legitimate 
claim and that has never been part of a “state 
of Palestine.”

More accurate would be to say that Israel 
is “extending Israeli sovereignty” or “applying 
Israeli law” to parts of Judea and Samaria.

This too has historical precedent. In 
1981, then-prime minister Menachem Begin 
made the decision to apply Israeli law to the 
Golan Heights — also territory that the Jewish 
state recaptured during the Six-Day War. At 
the time, Begin was insistent that the move 
was not “annexation,” but rather “an appli-
cation of law,” with the Golan forming “an 
inseparable part of the land [of Israel].” The 
main difference between that move and the 

one spelled out in Trump’s peace plan is that 
the Golan Heights had been in the hands of 
Syria, while Judea and Samaria have never 
been in the hands of the Palestinians.

One may reasonably argue about the 
policy merits of Israel’s proposed actions in 
Judea and Samaria, but to call such actions 
“annexation” is false.

This month, Israel marks the 53rd 
anniversary of the Six-Day War. It is high time 
that the Jewish state correct a long-overdue 
injustice, and finally apply Israeli sovereignty 
and law to Judea and Samaria.

Arsen Ostrovsky is an international 
human rights lawyer who specializes in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. You can follow 
him on Twitter @Ostrov_A.

Col. Richard Kemp CBE is a former 
commander of British forces in Afghani-
stan and has commanded British troops in 
the Balkans, Iraq, Northern Ireland, and 
elsewhere. He is also a former Chairman 
of the UK’s national crisis management 
committee, COBRA. You can follow him on 
Twitter @COLRICHARDKEMP.

Continued on Page A9

www.algemeiner.com

McKENNA BATES 
FA I R FA X

BURAK BEKDIL
A N K A R A

Rev. Al Sharpton speaking at the Reform 
movement’s Religious Action Center confer-

ence in Washington, DC, May 20, 2019.  
Photo: RAC.
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Mention history, and it can trigger a roll of the 
eyes. Add the Middle East to the equation and folks 
might start running for the hills, unwilling to get 
caught up in the seemingly bottomless pit of details 
and disputes.

But without an understanding of what 
happened in the past, it’s impossible to grasp where 
we are today — and where we are has profound 
relevance for the region and the world.

Fifty-three years ago, the Six-Day War broke out.
While some wars fade into obscurity, this one 

remains as relevant today as in 1967. Many of its 
core issues remain unresolved.

Politicians, diplomats, and journalists continue 
to grapple with the consequences of that war, but 
rarely consider, or perhaps are even unaware of, its 
context. Yet without context, some critically impor-
tant things may not make sense.

First, in June 1967, there was no state of Pales-
tine. It didn’t exist and never had. Its creation, 
proposed by the UN in 1947, was rejected by the 
Arab world because it also meant the establishment 
of a Jewish state alongside.

Second, the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem 
were in Jordanian hands. Violating solemn agree-
ments, Jordan denied Jews access to their holiest 
places in eastern Jerusalem. To make matters still 
worse, they desecrated and destroyed many of 
those sites.

Meanwhile, the Gaza Strip was under 
Egyptian control, with harsh military rule imposed 
on local residents. And the Golan Heights, which 
were regularly used to shell Israeli communities far 
below, belonged to Syria.

Third, the Arab world could have created 
a Palestinian state in the West Bank, eastern 
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip any day of the week. 
They didn’t. There wasn’t even discussion about it. 
And Arab leaders, who today profess such attach-
ment to eastern Jerusalem, rarely, if ever, visited. It 
was viewed as an Arab backwater.

Fourth, the 1967 boundary at the time of the 
war, so much in the news these days, was nothing 
more than an armistice line dating back to 1949 — 
familiarly known as the Green Line. That’s after five 
Arab armies attacked Israel in 1948 with the aim of 
destroying the embryonic Jewish state. They failed. 
Armistice lines were drawn, but they weren’t formal 
borders. They couldn’t be. The Arab world, even in 
defeat, refused to recognize Israel’s very right to exist.

Fifth, the PLO, which supported the war 
effort, was established in 1964, three years before 
the conflict erupted. That’s important because it 
was created with the goal of obliterating Israel. 
Remember that in 1964 the only “settlements” were 
Israel itself.

Sixth, in the weeks leading up to the Six-Day 
War, Egyptian and Syrian leaders repeatedly 
declared that war was coming and their objec-
tive was to wipe Israel off the map. There was no 
ambiguity in their blood-curdling announcements. 
Twenty-two years after the Holocaust, another 
enemy spoke about the extermination of Jews. The 
record is well-documented.

The record is equally clear that Israel, in the 

days leading up to the war, passed word to Jordan, 
via the UN and United States, urging Amman to stay 
out of any pending conflict. Jordan’s King Hussein 
ignored the Israeli plea and tied his fate to Egypt 
and Syria. His forces were defeated by Israel, and he 
lost control of the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem. 
He later acknowledged that he had made a terrible 
error in entering the war.

Seventh, Egypt’s President Gamal Abdel Nasser 
demanded that UN peacekeeping forces in the area, 
in place for the previous decade to prevent conflict, 
be removed. Shamefully, without even the courtesy 
of consulting Israel, the UN complied. That left no 

buffer between Arab armies being mobilized and 
deployed and Israeli forces in a country one-fiftieth, 
or two percent, the size of Egypt — and just nine 
miles wide at its narrowest point.

Eighth, Egypt blocked Israeli shipping lanes in 
the Red Sea, Israel’s only maritime access to trading 
routes with Asia and Africa. This step was under-
standably regarded as an act of war by Jerusalem. 
The United States spoke about joining with other 
countries to break the blockade, but in the end, 
regrettably, did not act.

Ninth, France, which had been Israel’s principal 
arms supplier, announced a ban on the sale of 
weapons on the eve of the June war. That left Israel 
in potentially grave danger if a war were to drag on 
and require the resupply of arms. It was not until the 
next year that the U.S. stepped into the breach and 
sold vital weapons systems to Israel.

And finally, after winning the war of self-
defense, Israel hoped that its newly-acquired 
territories, seized from Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, 
would be the basis of a land-for-peace accord. 
Feelers were sent out. The formal response came on 
September 1, 1967, when the Arab Summit Confer-
ence famously declared in Khartoum: “No peace, 
no recognition, no negotiations” with Israel.

More “no’s” were to follow. Underscoring the 
point, in 2003 the Saudi Ambassador to the US was 
quoted in The New Yorker as saying: “It broke my 
heart that Arafat did not take the offer” of a two-state 
deal presented by Israel, with American support, in 
2001. “Since 1948, every time we’ve had something 
on the table, we say no. Then we say yes. When we say 

yes, it’s not on the table anymore. Then we have to deal 
with something less. Isn’t it about time to say yes?”

Today, there are those who wish to rewrite 
history.

They want the world to believe there was once 
a Palestinian state. There was not.

They want the world to believe there were fixed 
borders between that state and Israel. There was 
only an armistice line between Israel and the Jorda-
nian-controlled West Bank and eastern Jerusalem.

They want the world to believe the 1967 war was 
a bellicose act by Israel. It was an act of self-defense 
in the face of horrific threats to vanquish the Jewish 

state, not to mention the maritime blockade of the 
Straits of Tiran, the abrupt withdrawal of UN peace-
keeping forces, and the redeployment of Egyptian 
and Syrian troops. All wars have consequences. This 
one was no exception. But the aggressors have failed 
to take responsibility for the actions they instigated.

They want the world to believe post-1967 
Israeli settlement-building is the key obstacle to 
peacemaking. The Six-Day War is proof positive 
that the core issue is, and always has been, whether 
the Palestinians and larger Arab world accept the 
Jewish people’s right to a state of their own. If so, 
all other contentious issues, however difficult, have 
possible solutions. But, alas, if not, all bets are off.

And they want the world to believe the Arab 
world had nothing against Jews per se, only Israel, 
yet trampled with abandon on sites of sacred 
meaning to the Jewish people.

In other words, when it comes to this conflict, 
dismissing the past as if it were a minor irritant at 
best, irrelevant at worst, won’t work.

Can history move forward? Absolutely. Israel’s 
peace treaties with Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 
1994 powerfully prove the point, as well as the 
warming trend between Israel and several Arab 
Gulf and North African countries.

At the same time, though, the lessons of the 
Six-Day War illustrate just how tough and tortuous 
the path can be — and are sobering reminders that, 
yes, history does matter.

David Harris is CEO of American Jewish 
Committee (AJC). Please join 56,200 others and 
follow him on Twitter @DavidHarrisAJC.

BY DAVID HARRIS
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Why History Still Matters: The 1967 Six-Day War

Israeli troops overlook Jerusalem’s Old City, during the Six-Day War, June 1967.  
Photo: Wikimedia Commons.
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Notice of formation of limited 
liability company(LLC) Name:E.R.A  
ETHNICITY REP APPARELS LLC. 
Articles of organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York on 
01/02/2020. Office location: Kings 
county. SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to:LLC 555 
49th St., Apt. 1R Brooklyn, NY 11220 
Purpose: all lawful activity
AJ; 5/8/15/22/29; 6/5/12

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company(LLC) Name: ISLAND 
BEAUTY MASSAGE & SPA LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 04/13/2020. Office location: Kings 
county . SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: Island 
Beauty Massage & Spa LLC 942 Utica 
Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11203. Purpose: 
all lawful activity
AJ; 5/29; 6/5/12/19/26; 7/3

Notice of Formation of Limited 
Liability Company (LLC) Name:  
521 HENRY ST., LLC.  Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on April 
27, 2020.  Office Location:  Kings 
County.  SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to:  175 Van Dyke Street, 
Brooklyn, New York  11231.  Purpose:  
to engage in any and all business for 
which LLCs may be formed under the 
New York LLC law.
AJ;  6/5/12/19/26; 7/3/10

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company(LLC) Name: DIFFERENT 
DEP MANAGEMENT, LLC .Articles 
of organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York(SSNY) on 
02/06/2017 Office location: Kings 
county. SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to: LLC c/o 
United States corporation agents,inc. 
7014 13th Avenue suite 202 Brooklyn, 
NY 11228. Purpose: all lawful activity
AJ;  6/5/12/19/26; 7/3/10

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company(LLC) Name: STEVANT 
MUSIC,LLC. Articles of organization 
filed with the secretary of state of New 
York(SSNY) on 03/27/2020 . Office 
location: Richmond county. SSNY has 
been designated as the agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to: STEVANT Music,LLC, 
42  Gina court staten Island, NY 10314. 
Purpose: all lawful activity
AJ;  6/5/12/19/26; 7/3/10

Notice of formation of limited 
liability company(LLC) Name: 
PYRAMYD STUDIOS LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with secretary 
of state of New York(SSNY) on 
06/14/2019 . Office location: Kings 
county. SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to: 

        LEGAL NOTICE
University in Istanbul notes: 
“Terrorism caused more fatali-
ties in one week during the early 
months of 1980 in Turkey than it did 
in Italy in an entire year or in West 
Germany during the entire decade” 
— although Turkish violence, unlike 
in Italy, did not lead to the kidnap-
ping and subsequent murder of a 
prime minister.

For most Turks, the years of 
street violence “between brother 
and brother” are an ugly thing of 
the past, as distant as four decades 
ago. But the country’s increasing 
political polarization along conser-
vative (i.e. pro-Erdogan) and secular 
(anti-Erdogan) lines during the 18 
years of uninterrupted Islamist rule 
is showing signs of being a slow-fuse 
time bomb. In Turkey today, the 
“political other” is not merely a rival 
but a traitor, an enemy within.

The gravity of this enmity 
is increasingly visible. In 2014, 
Erdogan fans began taking to 
the streets in burial shrouds. The 
message was clear: “We are ready to 
kill or die for our leader.” Just voting 
for their favorite politician was no 
longer sufficient to demonstrate 
their ardor. They had to show they 
were willing to kill or die for him — a 
very 1970s message.

In October 2016, Turkey’s 
religious affairs general directorate, 
the Diyanet, issued a directive calling 
for the formation of “youth branches” 
to be created as part of Turkey’s 
mosques. According to the Diyanet’s 
plan, youth branches were to be 
formed in 1,500 mosques initially and 
by 2021 should be present in 45,000 
(the country contains about 90,000 
mosques in total). This pro-Erdogan 
“mosque militia” plan raised fears that 
it was to be a Turkish version of the 
Nazi Party’s Hitler Youth. It did not 
officially come into being, but social 
media teems with organized “warriors 
of Islam” threatening bloodshed.

In February 2018, a commen-
tator and anchor for the fiercely 
pro-Erdogan Akit TV, a militant 
Islamist media outlet, said of his 
program: “If we start killing civilians 
we will start with … [he named three 
Istanbul neighborhoods known for 
their liberal, secular lifestyles]. … 
There are too many traitors [to be 
killed]. Even in parliament.”

A shocking reminder of the 
Turks’ Anni di Piombo came in 
April 2019, when the main opposi-
tion leader, Kemal Kılıçdaroglu, was 
set upon by an angry, pro-Erdogan 
mob and nearly killed. Kılıçdaroglu, 
a 70-year-old secular politician, was 
attending the memorial for a fallen 
soldier at a town near Ankara when 
the mob surrounded him and hurled 
punches at him from all directions. 
Several attackers were chanting 
nationalist and Islamist slogans. 
Kılıçdaroglu and his bodyguards 
escaped into a house, but the 
attackers besieged it and shouted: 
“Burn down the house.”

The main attacker, a farmer 

and an official member of Erdogan’s 
Justice and Development Party 
(AKP), served no time in jail. 
Instead, he became an instant hero 
to millions of Erdogan fans.

Only a month before the 
lynching attempt, an Akit TV 
reporter said on the air: “It is my 
opinion that Turkish public opinion 
wants the likes of Kılıçdaroglu to be 
executed, to hang.”

Even in the days of corona-
virus, the Turks do not neglect their 
principal political activity: Hate the 
other more and more.

A social media user wrote to 
Istanbul’s social democrat mayor, 
Ekrem Imamoglu, to tell him that 
he “would make the mayor drink 
his own blood.” The writer was 
angry because Imamoglu had 
ended, in June 2019, the Islamists’ 
25-year stretch as municipal rulers 
of the country’s biggest city. He was 
detained and then quickly released.

In May, another pro-Erdogan 
“activist” wrote this to Kılıçdaroglu 
on social media: “If we take to the 
streets do you know which ones 
of you we will collect? How will 
you defend your families, your 
wives, your children? For a drop 
of Erdogan’s blood there will be 
millions of [drops of ] bloodshed in 
this country.” This person is being 
investigated, but his “opinions” will 
most likely be considered by some 
judge to be protected by “freedom 
of expression.” Freedom of expres-
sion does exist in Turkey, provided 
one uses it against opposition 
figures only.

Also in May, a female television 
commentator said: “We stand by 
our leader (Erdogan). We won’t let 
anyone harm him. My family alone 
can [kill] 50 people. I have my list 
[of enemies] ready. There are even 
three to five neighbors on the list.” 
When asked if that speech consti-
tuted an offense, the head of the 
broadcast watchdog said, “Well … 
let’s not overdo this issue.”

Erdogan believes that polar-
ization, if controlled, would have a 
vote-boosting effect for him, which 
in turn would lead to ideological 
consolidation in the Islamist camp. 
He’s probably right. He is wrong, 
however, if he thinks he will be able 
to control the aftermath when one 
insane “shrouded” soul commits 
an irrevocable violent act. Erdogan 
himself will be the worst victim of a 
return to the Anni di Piombo.

Burak Bekdil is an Ankara-
based columnist. He regularly 
writes for the Gatestone Institute 
and Defense News and is a fellow at 
the Middle East Forum. He is also a 
founder of the Ankara-based think 
tank Sigma.

A version of this article was 
originally published by The BESA 
Center.

What does primitive medieval 
antisemitism have to do with us 
here and now?

The Passion Play, or Easter 
pageant, is a traditional Christian 
drama about the trial, suffering, 
and death of Jesus that became 
an important feature of medieval 
Christian life. Historically, these 
plays encouraged antisemitism 
by blaming Jews (collectively) 
for everything. They often led to 
pogroms and violence. Although 
it is argued that, nowadays, these 
pageants are less religious and 
more cultural, many of them still 
perpetuate antisemitic stereotypes.

Hitler’s favorite was the 
Oberammergau Passion play, 
which was first performed in the 
village of that name in 1634. The 
villagers made a vow to repeat it 
every 10 years if God spared them 
from the effects of the plague which 
was sweeping the region. Today, 
half a million people view the play 
during each decennial season. The 
play was, and remains, dominated 
by classic anti-Jewish tropes. Over 
the years, several Jewish organiza-
tions have campaigned to remove, 
or at least modify, the negativity of 
the anti-Jewish content in this play.

The proclamation of Nostra 
Aetate in 1965, which positively 
transformed Catholic attitudes 
towards Jews and Judaism, put the 
unreformed play at odds with the 
official Catholic Church. Although 
the Church no longer gave it their 
approval, the town was not prepared 
to make any changes.Eventually, 
modifications to the script, staging, 
and costumes began in 1990 when 
Christian Stückl and Otto Huber 
took over as the directors of the 
play. Even so, it reportedly took 
them until 2010 to remove the most 
serious antisemitic themes.

There are many other such 
dramas throughout the European 
Christian world in which Jews are 
portrayed in the most negative and 
diabolical way. We won’t even begin 
to catalog the amount of religious 
hatred that is directed against Jews 
in much of Muslim society.

In this month’s New York 
Review of Books, Harvard professor 
Stephen Greenblatt writes about 
another passion drama in Spain, 
the Misteri D’Elx, that he attended 
recently. The two-act play is 
performed annually in the Basilica 
de Santa María in the city of Elche in 
Valencia, Spain.

Greenblatt was enraptured by 
the beauty, sounds, and theatricality 
of the whole event, as well as the 
passionate involvement of the whole 
city. The performance starts in the 
streets and moves into the Basilica. A 
young boy, accompanied by beautiful 
angels, sings to the Virgin Mary, who 
has been told of her imminent death. 
The virgin asks the apostles to gather 

around as she passes away. She 
disappears below the stage, and a 
resurrected image replaces her.

In the late afternoon of the 
next day, the crowds return to the 
Basilica. The next act involves a 
group of Jews led by a gaunt elderly 
man with long braided hair and a 
beard. The Jews are wearing prayer 
shawls and skullcaps. They rush 
into the church and attempt to grab 
the virgin’s corpse. The apostles 
valiantly try to repel the malevo-
lent onslaught, but the ferocity of 
the Jews, stirred up by their rabbi, 
is overwhelming. Suddenly, there 
is a miracle. The rabbis’ hands are 
paralyzed. The Jews fall to their 
knees, convert, and are baptized.

Afterwards, Greenblatt’s Chris-
tian host asked him what he thought 
of the performance. Greenblatt 
replied by asking him to imagine 
how he, as a Christian, would feel 
if he were in Baghdad on a visit 
and was taken to watch a power-
fully moving ancient performance 
of a ritual drama that celebrated 
the miraculous awakening of a 
pack of primitive Christians to the 
luminous truth of Islam? Would 
that make him feel uncomfortable?

Much of Greenblatt’s article 
looks at other similar Passion plays 
and their underlying themes of 
antisemitism.

Sadly, the hatred and prejudice 
that underlies this form of art are very 
much alive. They are being perpetu-
ated in many subtle and unsubtle 
ways before our very eyes in the 
cultural antagonism that comes from 
the right and the left toward Jews 
(and Judaism). This antagonism has 
become endemic around much of 
the so-called civilized world. In the 
current protests that are sweeping 
the United States, there have been 
many placards, graffiti, signs, and 
acts that demonize Jews and have 
nothing to do with the current issues. 
The attack on the Jewish community 
in Fairfax Los Angeles by demon-
strators has been largely ignored by 
mainstream rabbis and leaders who 
are more concerned with not being 
labeled anti-progressive.

According to Wikipedia, in 2001, 
UNESCO declared the Misteri D’Elx  
“one of the Masterpieces of the Oral and 
Intangible Heritage of Humanity.” This 
declaration contained no suggestion of 
any possible modifications. So I guess 
UNESCO considers antisemitism an 
intangible part of culture nowadays. 
If this is culture, no wonder there are 
many Jews who are suspicious of it.

Rabbi Jeremy Rosen received 
his rabbinic ordination from Mir 
Yeshiva in Jerusalem. He also 
studied philosophy as an under-
graduate at Cambridge University 
and went on to earn his PhD in 
philosophy. He has worked in the 
rabbinate, Jewish education, and 
academia for more than 40 years 
in Europe and the US. He currently 
lives in the US, where he writes, 
teaches, lectures, and serves as 
rabbi of a small community in 
New York.

The Passion and Modern-
Day Christian Antisemitism

Opinion.

Pyramyd Studios LLC 225. N. 7th St. 
Apt. 3 Brooklyn, NY 11211. Purpose: all 
lawful activity
AJ;  6/12/19/26; 7/3/10/17

Legals.
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Continued from Page A7 
Turks

US President Donald Trump 
welcomes Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan at the White House 
in Washington, DC, Nov. 13, 2019. 

Photo: Reuters / Tom Brenner.
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Many are feeling lonely, 
anxious, isolated, deprived of 
company. To help, Natan Sharansky 
put out a video describing how he 
endured his years of loneliness in the 
Soviet Gulag as a prisoner of the KGB. 
From dozens of reports from those 
who endured it, including the late 
John McCain, solitary confinement 
is the most terrifying punishment 
of all. In the Torah, the first time the 
words “not good” appear are in the 
sentence “It is not good for man to be 
alone” (Gen. 2:18).

But there are uses of adver-
sity, and consolation in loneliness. 
When we feel alone, we are not 
alone, because the great heroes 
of the human spirit felt this way at 
times – Moses, David, Elijah and 
Jonah. So did modern masters like 
Rav Kook and Rabbi Soloveitchik. 
It was precisely their loneliness that 
allowed them to develop a deeper 
relationship with God. Plumbing 
the depths, they reached the heights. 
They met God in the silence of the 
soul and felt themselves embraced.

This is not to minimise the 
shock of the coronavirus pandemic 
and its consequences. Yet we 
can gain courage from the many 
individuals, from biblical times 
through to more modern ones, who 
felt their isolation deeply but who 
reached out to God and found God 
reaching out to them.

 I believe that isolation 
contains, within it, spiritual possi-
bilities. We can use it to deepen our 
spirituality. We can read the book 
of Psalms, re-engaging with some 
of the greatest religious poetry the 
world has ever known. We can pray 
more deeply from the heart. And 
we can find solace in the stories 
of Moses and others who had 
moments of despair but who came 
through them, their faith strength-
ened by their intense encounter 
with the Divine. It is when we feel 
most alone that we discover that we 
are not alone, “for You are with me.”

Shabbat Shalom

our cutting-edge technology, our 
large investment in data modeling 
to discover Jewish voters—data no 
one else has—and the best volun-
teers in politics.”

Despite the millions of jobs lost 
and businesses shuttered due to 
COVID-19, the RJC’s political action 
committee, RJC PAC, has experi-
enced “very strong” fundraising, 
following “a slight downturn” during 
the first few weeks that social-
distancing guidelines were put into 
effect across the country earlier this 
year, according to Strauss.

“Fundraising for the RJC has 
similarly been quite successful,” he 
said. “What we are seeing from our 
members is that they are especially 
energized for this election.”

Strauss emphasized that “Presi-
dent Trump has been the most 
pro-Israel president in history. He 
has stood shoulder to shoulder with 
the Jewish community to combat 
antisemitism, and he has deliv-
ered an economic climate that will 
prove ready to bounce back from 
COVID-19 and resume being the 
strongest economy in our lifetime.

“When faced with the reality of 
needing to re-elect President Trump, 
holding the Senate, and winning 
back the House versus the alterna-
tive of Democrat leadership, our 
membership has responded in a big 
way. Through this support, we have 
been able to maintain our commit-
ment to putting forth our largest ever 
effort this election season.”

He said that Americans “will 
see our ads on TVs and devices, get 
our mailings, and hear from our staff 
and volunteers this year because 
our supporters have made that 
investment in us.”

Reaching out to all voters, 
including the less tech-savvy

Also important to note is that 
those without access to devise or 
high-tech apps won’t be shut out of 
the technological political campaign 
season, the aforementioned organi-
zations told JNS.

“No matter where a voter may fall 
on the tech-savvy spectrum, almost all 
voters know how to use and operate 
a basic phone system,” said Strauss. 
“RJC is currently in the process of 
organizing special tele-town hall 
events featuring high-profile VIPs that 
even the least tech-savvy voters will be 
able to participate in.”

Additionally, continued 
Strauss, “streamlined program-
ming, along with other grassroots 
outreach such as direct mail, will 
enable RJC to connect and appeal to 
all Jewish voters.”

Soifer said her organization 
has been “providing training for all 
our volunteers to phone bank and 
text bank, and JDCA volunteers 
are already busy making calls to 
voters. The biggest change in light 
of the pandemic is that we will not 
be canvassing for the foreseeable 
future, and we’re advocating for 
expanded vote by mail.”

For DMFI’s Zoom events, 
participants can also choose to call 
in by phone instead of using the 
video feature.

Still, Mellman acknowledged 
that “if you don’t have a phone or a 
computer, it’s a lot harder for you to 
plug in, there’s no question about it.”

addition to new GOP candidates to 
Congress. The organization’s National 
Victory Team “has been conducting 
extensive Jewish outreach after 
seamlessly transitioning to virtual 
grassroots efforts,” RJC spokesperson 
Neil Strauss told JNS.

RJC has so far “executed 11 
successful National Days of Action, 
with hundreds of RJC volunteers 
participating across the country, 
supporting President Trump and the 
GOP,” he said.

Conducting business digitally 
has been beneficial, maintained 
Strauss, who cited his organiza-
tion’s “increased ability to reach 
more voters at home” through 
“phone calls, text messages, email, 
digital, social media, etc.”

“We’ve seen a dramatic spike in 
the percentage of voters we’re able 
to directly connect with, compared 
to pre-COVID circumstances, 
which makes these modes of grass-
roots outreach even more valuable. 
Since March 1st, we have spoken to 
106,968 persuadable Jewish voters 
in specific battleground states using 

I have long been intrigued by 
one passage in this week’s parsha. 
After a lengthy stay in the Sinai desert, 
the people are about to begin the 
second part of their journey. They are 
no longer travelling from but travel-
ling to. They are no longer escaping 
from Egypt; they are journeying 
toward the Promised Land.

The Torah inserts a long preface 
to this story: it takes the first ten 
chapters of Bamidbar. The people 
are counted. They are gathered, tribe 

by tribe, around the Tabernacle, in 
the order in which they are going 
to march. Preparations are made to 
purify the camp. Silver trumpets are 
made to assemble the people and 
to give them the signal to move on. 
Then finally the journey begins.

What follows is a momentous 
anti-climax. First there is an unspec-
ified complaint (Num. 11:1-3). Then 
we read: “The rabble with them 
began to crave other food, and again 
the Israelites started wailing and 
said, “If only we had meat to eat! We 
remember the fish we ate in Egypt 
at no cost—also the cucumbers, 
melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But 
now we have lost our appetite; we 
never see anything but this manna!” 
(Num. 11:4-6).

The people seem to have 
forgotten that in Egypt they had 
been slaves, oppressed, their male 
children killed, and that they had 
cried out to be freed by God. The 
memory Jewish tradition has 
preserved of the food they ate in 
Egypt was the bread of affliction and 
the taste of bitterness, not meat and 
fish. As for their remark that they ate 
the food at no cost, it did cost them 
something: their liberty.

There was something monstrous 
about this behaviour of the people 
and it induced in Moses what today 
we would call a breakdown:

He asked the Lord, “Why 
have you brought this trouble on 
Your servant? What have I done 
to displease You that You put the 
burden of all these people on me?  
Did I conceive all these people? 
Did I give them birth? … I cannot 
carry all these people by myself; the 
burden is too heavy for me. If this 
is how You are going to treat me, 

Tradition.

please go ahead and kill me—if I 
have found favour in Your eyes—
and do not let me face my own 
ruin.” (Num. 11:11-15)

This was the lowest point in 
Moses’ career. The Torah does not 
tell us directly what was happening 
to him, but we can infer it from 
God’s reply. He tells him to appoint 
seventy elders who would share 
the burden of leadership. Hence 
we must deduce that Moses was 
suffering from lack of companion-
ship. He had become the lonely 
man of faith.

He was not the only person in 
Tanach who felt so alone that he 
prayed to die. So did Elijah when 
Jezebel issued a warrant for his 

arrest and death after his confron-
tation with the prophets of Baal (1 
Kings 19:4). So did Jeremiah when 
the people repeatedly failed to 
heed his warnings (Jer. 20:14-18). 
So did Jonah when God forgave 
the people of Nineveh, seemingly 
making nonsense of his warning 
that in forty days the city would be 
destroyed (Jon. 4:1-3). The Prophets 
felt alone and unheard. They carried 
a heavy burden of solitude. They felt 
they could not go on.

Few books explore this terri-
tory more profoundly than Psalms. 
Time and again we hear King 
David’s despair:

I am worn out from my 
groaning. All night long I flood my 
bed with weeping and drench my 
couch with tears. (Ps. 6:6)

How long, Lord? Will You 
forget me forever?

How long will You hide Your 
face from me? (Ps. 13:1-2)

My God, my God, why have 
You forsaken me?

Why are You so far from 
saving me so far from my cries of 
anguish? (Ps. 22:2)

Out of the depths I cry to You, 
Lord… (Ps. 130:1)

And there are many more 
psalms in a similar vein.

Something similar can be 
traced in modern times. Rav Kook, 
when he arrived in Israel, wrote, 
“There is no one, young or old, with 
whom I can share my thoughts, 
who is able to comprehend my 
viewpoint, and this wearies me 
greatly.”

Even more candid was the 
late Rabbi Joseph Dov Soloveitchik. 
Near the beginning of his famous 
essay The Lonely Man of Faith, 

he writes, starkly: “I am lonely.” He 
continues, “I am lonely because 
at times I feel rejected and thrust 
away by everybody, not excluding 
my most intimate friends, and the 
words of the psalmist, ‘My father 
and my mother have forsaken me,’ 
ring quite often in my ears like the 
plaintive cooing of the turtledove.” 
This is extraordinary language.

At times of loneliness, I 
have found great solace in these 
passages. They told me I was not 
alone in feeling alone. Other people 
had been here before me.

Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah, Jonah 
and King David were among the 
greatest spiritual leaders who ever 
lived. Such, though, is the psycho-
logical realism of Tanach that we 
are given a glimpse into their souls. 
They were outstanding individuals, 
but they were still human, not 
superhuman. Judaism consis-
tently avoided one of the greatest 
temptations of religion: to blur the 
boundary between heaven and 
earth, turning heroes into gods or 
demigods. The most remarkable 
figures of Judaism’s early history did 
not find their tasks easy. They never 
lost faith, but sometimes it was 
strained almost to breaking point. It 
is the uncompromising honesty of 
Tanach that makes it so compelling.

The psychological crises they 
experienced were understandable. 
They were undertaking almost 
impossible tasks. Moses was trying 
to turn a generation forged in 
slavery into a free and responsible 
people. Elijah was one of the first 
Prophets to criticise kings. Jeremiah 
had to tell the people what they 
did not want to hear. Jonah had to 
face the fact that Divine forgiveness 
extends even to Israel’s enemies and 
can overturn prophecies of doom. 
David had to wrestle with political, 
military and spiritual challenges as 
well as an unruly personal life.

By telling us of their strife of 
the spirit, Tanach is conveying 
something of immense conse-
quence. In their isolation, 
loneliness, and deep despair, these 
figures cried out to God “from the 
depths,” and God answered them. 
He did not make their lives easier. 
But He did help them feel they were 
not alone.

Their very loneliness brought 
them into an unparalleled close-
ness to God. In our parsha, in the 
next chapter, God Himself defended 
Moses’ honour against the slights of 
Miriam and Aaron. After wishing 
to die, Elijah encountered God 
on Mount Horeb in a “still, small 
voice.” Jeremiah found the strength 
to continue to prophesy, and Jonah 
was given a lesson in compassion 
by God Himself. Separated from 
their contemporaries, they were 
united with God. They discovered 
the deep spirituality of solitude.

I write these words while most 
of the world is still in a state of almost 
complete lockdown because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. People are 
unable to gather. Children cannot 
go to school. Weddings, bar and bat 
mitzvahs and funerals are deprived 
of the crowds that would normally 
attend them. Synagogues are closed. 
Mourners are unable to say Kaddish. 
These are unprecedented times.

JONATHAN SACKS
L O N D O N
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Rapper Ice Cube came under fire on Saturday 
for posting an image on Twitter that’s been widely 
panned as antisemitic and refusing to remove it, despite 
repeated requests by Jewish activists.

Ice Cube, whose real name is O’Shea Jackson, 
has been tweeting support for the Black Lives Matter 
movement following the police killing of 46-year-old 
George Floyd in Minneapolis on May 25. Then, on 
Saturday morning, he uploaded the image of a group 
of sinister looking men, some with large hooked noses, 
sitting around a game board, with one full bearded 
gentleman counting money. The board rests on the 
bowed, naked backs of another group of men. Written 
across the image is “All we have to do is stand up and 
their little game is over.”

Ice Cube, 50, captioned the image “F*** THE NEW 
NORMAL UNTIL THEY FIX THE OLD NORMAL!” 

The caricature first appeared as a mural in 
London’s East End and sparked a controversy in 2018 
after Britain’s Labour Party leader at the time Jeremy 
Corbyn voiced support for the artist Mear One (Kalen 
Ockerman). Corbyn later apologized and the image was 
subsequently scrubbed.

According to journalist Michael Segalov, the 
iconography mirrors “antisemitic propaganda used by 
Hitler and the Nazis to whip up hatred that led to the 
massacre of millions of Jews. This extends to the table 
these figures are sat at, resting on human bodies, as the 
Nazis also depicted.”

Twitter users were quick to call out Ice Cube for 
sharing the offensive image and insisted that he remove 
the photo. Antisemitism researcher and blogger David 
Collier wrote, “You know Ice, if the only thing you have 
to use is something that is racist and oppressive towards 
another minority group, it really is time to rethink your 
whole argument.”

Another Twitter user wrote: “This not cool. Not at 

all. It is antisemitic and makes an enemy out of those 
who continue to fight with us. Our Jewish allies don’t 
deserve such vile tropes. You should be ashamed, sir.”

Yet another added, “This is a racist mural. We can’t 
fight hate by hating on others. We gotta win this united, 
not divided.”

Ice Cube’s hostile attitude towards the Jewish 
community has an extensive history. In 1991, the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center condemned his album “Death Certifi-
cate” for including many racist lyrics. One song on the album 
even called for the murder of a Jewish music industry figure.

In 2015, he allegedly had his entourage physically 
attack a rabbi who he bumped into in Detroit. Ice Cube, 
the rabbi said, “unleashed a string of antisemitic epithets 
at him for wearing a yarmulke.”

Last month, the rapper offered warm birthday 
wishes to infamous antisemitic minister Louis Farrakhan.

Rapper Ice Cube Blasted on  
Social Media for Posting Antisemitic 
Image: ‘You Should Be Ashamed’

Ice Cube. Photo: Wikimedia Commons.

Israeli Arab singer and actress Mira Awad 
recently criticized former Pink Floyd frontman Roger 
Waters for his support of the anti-Israel boycott, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) movement.

During a podcast interview with the non-profit 
group Creative Community for Peace, Awad urged 
Waters — an avid BDS activist — to have the “courage” 
and “the balls” to visit Israel, perform in the country 
and share his thoughts while in Israel rather than 
oppose dialogue between Palestinians and Israelis.

“I would love to have a conversation with 
Roger Waters about what he’s done…if he would 
only speak to me. Roger Waters, call me!” Awad 
said, before passionately adding, “Don’t sit there in 
London or wherever it is. I love you Roger Waters. I 
admire your work. But don’t sit your ass there and 
tell me what to do with my Palestinianism and my 
Israeli-ism, OK? Don’t tell me how to act…in this 
complex situation. You do not teach me what to do 
and how to act. I am trying to build bridges in order 
to build a future and you just want to talk from 
there. Big talk. It doesn’t help me.”

Awad starred in the Israeli Opera production 
of “My Fair Lady” in 2002. She represented Israel 
at the Eurovision Contest in 2009 together with 
Israeli Jewish singer Noa, and that same year both 
musicians received the Haviva Reik Peace Award for 
their efforts to promote peace and Israeli-Palestinian 
dialogue. Awad also sits on the board of the Abraham 
Fund Initiatives, a major Arab-Jewish NGO in Israel 
promoting shared society and equality.

Awad further said about the BDS movement, 
“The boycott movement — you’re cutting the conver-
sation. I’m trying to work a conversation and you’re 
cutting the conversation. You’re deciding for me 
that I shouldn’t have a conversation? That’s rude…
Everyone is entitled to their own opinion. I just don’t 
like when that opinion means that the other opinion 
cannot exist.”

Israeli Arab Singer 
Mira Awad Slams 
Rogers Waters for 
BDS Support

BY SHIRYN GHERMEZIAN
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Noa (L) and Mira Awad of Israel perform during 
dress rehearsals for the Eurovision Song Contest, 

in Moscow, Russia, May 11, 2009. Photo: Reuters / Sergei 
Karpukhin.



For over 10 years Tribul  Merchant

Services have been working with

Not-For-Profit Organizations across

the country, now we invite you to join

our Charity Ventures Program. 

All you need to do in order 

to enter the program is to

refer us to any business

that currently accepts

credit cards — tell

them to expect a

phone call from Tribul

Merchant Services.  

We keep it simple: Leave it to us 

to take care of all the necessary
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check from us 
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PLUS $180  for every
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Over $1,000,000 paid out 
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